STACK 

ANNEX 

PR 

3714 

S48 

1768 

v.4 


THE  LIBRARY 

OF 

THE  UNIVERSITY 
OF  CALIFORNIA 

LOS  ANGELES 


T  II  E 


O  F 


Mr.    Y  O  R  I  C  K. 


VOL.     IV. 


NEW    EDITION. 


LONDON: 

Printed,  for  T.  BECKET  and  P.  A.  De  HONDT, 
and  T.  CADELL,  in  the  Strand. 

MDCCLXX, 


Annex 

V  V- , 

31 IH 


C  O  N  T  EN  T  S 

O  F    T  H  E 

FOURTH    VOLUME; 

SERMON   VII. 

The  Hiftory  of  Jacob  confidered. 

SERMON   VIII. 

The  Parable  of  the  rich  Man  and 
Lazarus. 

SERMON   IX. 

Pride. 

SERMON  X. 

Humility. 

5  E  R- 


CONTENTS. 

SERMON   XL 

Advantages    of  Chriftianity   to   thc- 
World. 

SERMON   XII. 

The  Abufes  of  Confcience  confidered^ 


SERMON   VII. 

The  Hiftory  of  JACOB, 
confiderecL 


VOL.  IV.  B 


SERMON   VU. 

GENESIS  xlvii.  9. 

And  Jacob  f aid  unto  Pharaoh ,  The  days 
of  the  years  of  my  -pilgrimage  are  an 
hundred  and  thirty  years :  few  and 
evil  have  the  days  of  the  years  of  my 
life  been. 

HERE  is  not  a  man  in  hif- 
tory,  whom  I  pity  more 
than  the  man  who  made 

this  reply, not  becaufe  his  days 

were  fhort, — —  but  that  they  were 
long  enough  to  have  crouded  into 
them,  fo  much  evil  as  we  find. 

B  2  Of 
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Of  all  the  patriarchs,  he  was  the 
mod  unhappy  :  for,  'bating  the  feven 
years  he  lerved  Laban  for  Rachael, 
"  which  feemed  to  him  but  a  few  days, 

for  the  love  he  had  to  her", ftrike 

thofe  out  of  the  number, all  his 

other  days  were  forrow;  and  that^. 
not  from  his  faults,  but  from  the  am- 
bition, the  violences  and  evil  paffions 
of  others.  A  large  portion  ©f  what 
man  is  born  to,  comes,  you'll  fay, 
from  the  fame  quarter  :  'tis  true ;  but 
ilill,  in  fome  men's  lives,  there  feems 

a  contexture  of  mifery ; one  evil 

ib  rifcs  out  of.  another,  and  the  whole 
plan  and  execution  of  the  piece  ha% 
ib  very  melancholy  an  air,  that  a  good-: 
n a tu red  man  fnall  not  be  able  to  look 
upon  it,  but  with  tears  on  his  cheeks, 

I  ' 
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I  pity  this  patriarch  ftill  the  more, 
becaufe,  from  his  firil  fetting  out  in 
life,  he  had  been  led  into  an  expec~ba- 
tion  of  fuch  different  fcenes :  he  was 
told,  by  Ifaac  his  father,  that  Godjhould 
blefs  him  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  and 
the  fatnefs  of  the  earth ',  and  with  plenty 

of  corn  and  ivine  •, 'that  people  were 

to  fer-ve  himy   and  nations  to  b&w  down 

to  him  •, that  he  foould  be  lord  over 

his  brethren ; that  bleffed  was  every 

one  that  bleffed  him^    and  curfed  was 
every  one  who  curfed  him. 

The  (implicity  of  youth  takes  pro- 
miles  of  happineis  in  the  fulleil  latitude, 
and  ac  theiV  were  moreover  con- 
firmed to  him  by  the  GOD  of  his  fa- 
thers, on  his  way  to  Padan-aran, • 

B  3  it 
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it  would  leave  no  diftruft  of  their  ac- 

complilhment   upon   his   mind; 

every  fair  and  flattering  object  before 
him,  which  wore  the  face  of  joy,  he 
would  regard  as  a  portion  of  his  blef- 

fing  ; he  would  purfue  it,— he 

would  grafp  a  Ihadow. 

This,  by  the  way,  makes  it  necef- 
fary  to  fuppofe,  that  the  bleflings 
which  were  conveyed,  had  a  view  to 
bleffings  not  altogether  fuch  as  a  car- 
nal mind  would  expect ;  but  that  they 
were  in  a  great  meafure  fpiritual,  and 
fuch  as  the  prophetic  foul  of  Ifaac  had 
principally  before  him,  in  die  com- 
prehenfive  idea  of  their  future  and 
happy  eftablilhment,  when  they  were 
no  longer  to  be  Grangers  and  pil. 
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grims  upon  earth  :  for  in  fact,  in  the 
ftrict  and  literal  fenfe  of  his  father's 

grant, Jacob  enjoyed  it  not ;    and 

was  fo  far  from  being  a  happy  man, 
that  in  the  moil  interefting  pafTages 
of  his  life,  he  met  with  nothing  but 
difappointments  and  grievous  afflic- 
tions. 

Let  us  accompany  him  from  the 
firft  treacherous  hour  of  a  mother's 
ambition  j  in  confequence  of  which, 
he  is  driven  forth  from  his  country, 
and  the  protection  of  his  houfe,  to^ 
feek  protection  and  an  eftablifhment 
in  the  houfc  of  Laban  his  kinfman. 

In-  what  manner  this  anfwered  his 

expectations,    we  find  from  his  own 

64  pathe- 
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pathetick  remonftrance  toLaban,  when 
he  had  purfued  him  feven  day's  jour- 
ney, and  overtook  him  on  mount 

Gilead. 1  fee  him  in  the  door  of 

the  tent,  with  the  calm  courage  which 
innocence  gives  the  oppreiTed,  thus 
remonflrating  to  his  father-in-law  upon 
the  cruelty  of  his  treatment. 

1'hefe  twenty  years  that  I  have  been 

with  thee, the  yews  have  not  caft 

their  young,  and  the  rams  of  thy  flock, 
have  I  not  eaten.  That  which  was 
torn  of  beafts,  I  brought  not  unto  thee, 

/  bare  the  lofs  of  it  j    what  was 

jiclen  by  day,  or  ftolen  by  night,  of  my 
hands  didft  thou  require  it.  Thus  I 
was :  in  the  day  the  drought  confumed 
me,  and  the  fr oft  by  night,  and  my  Jleep 

departed 
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departed  from  my  eyes.     Thus  have  I 

been  twenty  years  in  thy  houfe : / 

ferved  t'hee  fourteen, years  for  thy  two 
daughters^  and  Jix  years  for  thy  cattle-, 
and  thou  haft  changed  my  wages  ten 
times. 

'Scarce  had  he  recovered  from  thefe 
evils,  when  the  ill  conduct  and  vices 
of  his  children  wound  his  foul  to 

death. Reuben  proves  inceftuous, 

• Judah  adulterous, — his  daughter 

Dinah  is  dishonoured, Simeon  and 

Levi  diihonour  themfclves  by  treach- 
ery,— two  of  his  grandchildren  arc 
ilricken  with  fudden  death, — Rachael 
his  beloved  wife  perifhes,  and  in  cir- 
cumftances  which  embitter'd  his  lofs, 
—-—his  fon  Jofeph,  a  moft  promi- 

fing 
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fing  youth,  is  torn  from  him,  by  the 
envy  of  his  brethren  ;  and,  to  clofe  all, 
himfelf  driven  by  famine  in  his  old 
age  to  die  amongft  the  Egyptians,  a 
people  who  held  it  an  abomination 
to  eat  bread  with  him.  Unhappy 
patriarch  !  well  might  he  fay,  That 
few  and  evil  had  been  his  days :  the 
snfwer,  indeed,  was  extended  beyond 
the  monarch's  enquiry,  which  was  fim- 

ply  his  age  ; but  how  could  he 

look  back  upon  the  days  of  his  pil- 
grimage, without  thinking  of  the  for- 
rows  which  thofe  days  had  brought 
along  with  them  ?  all  that  was  more 
in  the  anfwer  than  in  the  demand, 
was  the  overflowings  of  a  heart  ready 
to  bleed  afrefh  at  the  recollection  of 
what  had  befallen.. 

Un- 
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Unwillingly  does  the  mind  digeft 
the  evils  prepared  for  it  by  others ; — 
for  thofe  we  prepare  ourfelves, — we 
eat  but  the  fruit  which  we  have  planted 
and  watered : — a  fhattered  fortune — 
a  Shattered  frame,  fo  we  have  but  the 
fatisfaftion   of  Shattering   them   our- 
felves,  pafs  naturally  enough  into  the 
habit,  and  by  the  eafe  with  which  they 
are  both  done,  they  fave  the  fpecta- 
tor  a  world  of  pity  :  but  for  thofe  like 
Jacob's,    brought  upon  him   by  the 
hands  from  which  he  looked  for  all 
his  comforts, the  avarice  of  a  pa- 
rent,  the  unkindnefs  of  a  relation, 

the  ingratitude  of  a  child, 

they  are  evils  which  leave  a  fear; 

befides,  as  they  hang  over  the  heads 
of  all,    and  therefore  may  fall  upon 

any  i 
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"any; every  looker-on  has  an  inte- 

reft  in  the  tragedy ; but  then  we 

are  apt  to  intereft  ourfelves  no  other- 
"wife,  than  merely  as  the  incidents 
themfelves  ftrike  our  pafiions,  with- 
out carrying  the  leflbn  further-.' 

in  a  word — we  realize  nothing  : 

we  figh we  wipe  away  the  tear, — 

and  there  ends  the  ftory  of  mifery, 
and  the  moral  with  it. 

Let  us  try  to  do  better  with  this. 
To  begin,  with  the  bad  bias  which 
gave  the  whole  turn  to  the  patriarch's 
life, parental  partiality or  pa- 
rental injuftice, it  matters  not  by 

what  title  it  ftands  diftinguifiied 

'tis  that,  by  which  Rebekah  planted 
a  dagger  in  Efau's  bread  j  and  an 

eternal 
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eternal  terror  with  it,  in  her  own,  left 
Jhe  fhould  live  to  be  deprived  of  them, 

both  in  one  day, and  truft  me,, 

dear  Chriftians,  wherever  that  equal 
balance  of  kindnefs  and  love,  which 
children  look  up  to  you  for  as  their 
natural  right,  is  no  longer  maintained 
— there  will  daggers  ever  be  planted ; 
the  fan  Jhall  literally  be  fet  at  variance 
againft  his  father,  and  the  daughter 
againft  her  mother,,  and  the  daughter-inr 
law  againft  her  mother-in-law, — and  a 
mans  foes  Jhall  be  they  of  his  own  koufe- 
hold. 

It  was  an  excellent  ordinance,  as 
\vell  of  domeftic  policy,  as  of  equity, 

which. 
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which  Mofes  gave  upon  this  head,  irt 
the  2 1 ft  of  Deuteronomy. 

If  a  man  have  two  wives,  one  b'e-> 
loved  and  one  hated,  and  they  have  born 
him  children,  both  the  beloved  and  the 
hated,  andif  thefirft  born  fon  be  hers  that 
•was  bated,  then  itjhall  be,  when  he  maketh 
his  fons  to  inherit  that  which  he  hath, 
that  he  may  not  make  the  fon  of  the  be- 
loved, firft  born,  before  the  fon  of  the 

hated  which  is  indeed  thefirft  born, 

but  he  Jball  acknowledge  the  fon  of  the 
hated  for  firft  born,  by  giving  him  a 
double  portion  of  all  that  he  hath.  The 

evil  was  well  fenced  againfc for 'tis 

x>ne  of  thofe  which  deals  in  upon  the 

heart 
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heart  with  the  affections,  and  courts 
the  parent  under  fo  fweet  a  form, 
that  thoufands  have  been  betrayed  by 
the  very  virtues  which  Ihould  have 
preferved  them.  Nature  tells  the  pa- 
rent, there  can  be  no  error  on  the  fide 

of  affection  j but  we  forget,  when 

Nature  pleads  for  one,  fhe  pleads  for 

every  child   alike, and,  Why  is 

not  her  voice  to  be  heard  ?  Solomon 
fays,  Opprefllon  will  make  a  wife  man 

mad. What  will  it  do  then  to  a 

tender  and  ingenuous  heart,  which  feels 
itfelf  neglected, too  full  of  reve- 
rence for  the  author  of  its  wrongs  to 

complain  ? fee,    it   fits  down   in 

'filence,  robbed  by  difcouragements, 
of  all  its  natural  powers  to  pleafe, 

Jborn  to  fee  others  loaded  with  careffes 

in. 

i* 
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in  fome  uncheary  corner  it  nou- 

riihes  its  difcontent, and  with  a 

weight   upon    its    fpirits,    which    its 
little  flock  of  fortitude  is  not  able  to 

withftand, it   droops,    and    pines 

away. Sad  Victim  of  Caprice  ! 

We  are  unavoidably  led  here  into  a 
reflection  upon  Jacob's  conduct  in  re- 
gard to  his  fon  Jofeph,  which  no  way 
correfponded  with  the  lefTon  of  wif- 
dom,  which,  the  miferies  of  his  own 
family  might  have  taught  him :  furely 
his  eyes  had  feen  forrows  fufficient  on 
that  fcore,  to  have  taken  warning  : 
and  yet  we  find,  that  he  fell  into  the 
fame  fnare  of  partiality  to  that  child 
jn  his  old  age,  which  his  mother  Re- 

bckah  had  mewn  to  him,  in  hers, 

2  for 
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for  Ifrael  loved  Jofeph  more  than  all  his 
children  -,  becaitfe  he  'was  the  fon  of  his 
old  age,  and  he  made  him  a  coat  of  many 

colours. O  Ifrael !  where  was  that 

prophetic  fpirit  which  darted  itfelf 
into  future  times,  and  told  each  tribe 

what  was  to  be  its  fate? Where 

was  it  fled,  that  it  could  not  aid  thee 
to  look  fo  little  a  v/ay  forwards,  as  to 
behold  this  coat  of  many  colours,  ftained 
with  blood  ?  Why  were  the  tender 
emotions  of  a  parent's  anguifh  hid 

from  thy  eyes  ? and,  Why  is  every 

thing? but  that  it  pleafes  heaven 

to  give  us  no  more  light  in  our  way, 
than  will  leave  virtue  in  poflefiion  of 
its  recompence.— 

VOL,  IV.  C  —Grant 
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Grant  me,  gracious  GOD  1  to 

go  cheerfully  on,  the  road  which  thou 

haft  marked  out ; 1  wifh  it  neither 

more  wide  or  more  fmooth  : con- 
tinue the  light  of  this  dim  taper  thou. 

haft  put  into  my  hands : 1  will 

kneel  upon  the  ground  feven  times  a 
day,  to  feek  the  beft  track  I  can  with 

it and  having  done  that,    I  will 

truft  myfelf  and  the  iffue  of  my  jour- 
ney to  thee,  who  art  the  fountain  of 
joy, and  will  fing  fongs  of  com- 
fort as  I  go  along. 

Let  us  proceed  to  the  fecond  great 

occurrence  in  the  patriarch's  life. 

The  impofition  of  a  wife  upon  him, 
•which  he  neither  bargain'd  for  or 

loved. 
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loved. And  it  came  to  pafs  in  the 

morning,  behold  it  was  Leah !  and  he 
faid  unto  Laban,  What  is  this  that  thou 
haft  done  unto  me  ?  Did  I  not  ferve  thee 
for  Rachael?  Wherefore  then  haft  thou. 
beguiled  me  ? 

.  This  indeed  is  out  of  the  fyftem  of 

all  conjugal  impofitions  now, but 

the  moral  of  it  is  ftill  good ;  and  the 
abufe  with  the  fame  complaint  of  Ja- . 
cob's  upon  it,  will  ever  be  repeated, 
fo  long  as  art  and  artifice  are  ib  bufy 
as  they  are  in  thefe  affairs. 

Liften,  I  pray  you,    to  the  flories. 

of  the  difappointed  in  marriage  : 

collect  all  their  complaints  : -hear 

their  mutual  reproaches  •,    upon  what 
C  2  fatal 
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fatal  hinge  do  the  greateft  part  of 
them  turn  ? — "  They  were  miftaken 
in  the  perfon." — Some  difguife  either 
of  body  or  mind  is  feen  through  in 

the    firft   domeftic    fcuffle  ; fome 

fair  ornament perhaps   the    very 

one  which  won  the  heart, the  OK- 

nament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit^  falls 

off; //  is  not  the  Rachaelfor  whom 

I  have  ferved, Why  haft  thou.  then 

beguiled  me  ? 

Be  open be  honeft :  give  your- 

fclf  for  what  you  are ;  conceal  nothing 

varnifli  nothing, and  if  thefe 

fair  weapons  will  not  do, better 

not  conquer  at  all,  than  conquer  for 

a  day: when  the  night  is  pafled, 

'twill 
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'twill  ever  be  the  fame  ftory, And 

it  came  to  pafs,  behold  it  'was  Leah ! 

If  the  heart  beguiles  itfelf  in  its 
choice,  and  imagination  will  give  ex- 
cellencies which  are  not  the  portion  of 

flcfh  and  blood: when  the  dream 

is  over,  and  we  awake  in  the  morn- 
ing, it  matters  little  whether  'tis  Rs- 

chael  or  Leah, be  the  objefb  what 

it  will,  as  it  muft  be  on  the  earthly 
fide,  at  lead,  of  perfection, — it  will 
fall  fhort  of  the  work  of  fancy,  whofc 
exiftence  is  in  the  clouds. 

In  fuch  cafes  of  deception,  let  not 

tnan  exclaim  as  Jacob  docs  in  his, — 

Wbat  is  it  thou  baft  done  unto  me  ? 

for  'tis  his  own  doings,   and  he  has 

C  3  nothing 
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nothing  to  lay  his  fault  on,  but  the 
heat  and  poetick  indifcretion  of  his 
own  paflions. 

I  know  not  whether  'tis  of  any  ufe 
to  take  notice  of  this  fingularity  in  the 
patriarch's  life,  in  regard  to  the  wrong 
he  received  from  Laban,  which  was 
the  very  wrong  he  had  done  before  to 
his  father  Ifaac,  when  the  infirmities 
of  old  age  had  difobled  him  from  di- 
flinguiming  one  child  from  another  : 
Art  thou  my  'very  fon  Efau  ?  and  he 
faid,  I  am.  'Tis  doubtful  whether 
Leah's  veracity  was  put  to  the  fame 
teft,— but  both  fuffered  from  a  fnni- 
litude  of  ftratagem  ;  and  'tis  hard  to 
fay,  whether  the  anguim,  from  crofs'd 
love,  in  the  breaft  of  one  brother, 

might 
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might  not  be  as  fore  a  punifhment,  as 
the  difquietudes  of  crofs'd  ambition 
•and  revenge,  in  the  breaft  of  the  other. 

I  do  not  fee  which  way  the  honour 
of  Providence  is  concerned  in  repay-! 

ing  us  exactly  in  our  own  coin, 

or,  why  a  man  fhould  fall  into  that 
.very  pit,  (and  no  other)  which  he 
:has  graven  and  digged  for  another  man: 
.time  and  chance  may  bring  fuch  inci- 
dents about,  and  there  wants  nothing, 
but  that  Jacob  mould  have  been  a 
bad  man,  to  have  made  this  a  com- 
mon-place text  for  fuch  a  doctrine. 

It  is  enough  for  us,  that  the  beft 
way  to  efcape  evil,  is,  in  general,  not 

to  commit  it  ourfelves and  that 

C  4  when- 
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whenever  the  pafiions  of  mankind  will 
order  it  otherwife,  to  rob  thofe,  at 
leaft,  ii)bo  love  judgments^  of  the  tri- 
umph of  finding  it  out, 'That -our 

travail  has  returned,  upon  our  beads y 
find  our  "violent  dealings  upon  our  own 
pates. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  difcourfe» 
without  returning  firft  to  the  part 
with  which  it.fetoutj rthe  patri- 
arch's account  to  the  king. of  Egypt, 
..  of  the  fhortnefs'and  mifery  of  his  days  : 
give  me  leave  to  bring  this  home 

:to  us,  by  a  (Ingle  reflection, upon  each- 

'*  • 

There  is  fomething   flrarrge  in   it 
that  life  fhould  appear  fo  fhort  in  the 

grofs -and  yet  fo  long  in  the  detail- 

Mifery 
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Mifery  may  make  it  fo,  you'll  fay — 
but  we  will  exclude  it,— —and  ftill 
you'll  find,  though  we  all  complain 
of  the  fhortnefs  of  life,  what  numbers 

^ihere  are  -who  feem  quite  overftocked 
with  the  days  and  hours  of  it,  and  are 
continually  fending  out  into  the  high- 

•ways  and  flreets  of  the  city,  to>.compel 

,  gueits  to. come  in,  and  take  it  off  their 
hands :  to  do  this  with  ingenuity,  and 
forecaft,  is  not  one  of  the  leaft  arts 
and  bufmefs  of  life  itfelf;  .and  they 
who  cannot  fucceed  in  it,  carry  as 

rmany  marks  of  diftrefs  about  them,  as 
bankruptcy  herfelf  could  wear.  Be  as 

•carelefs  >as  we  may,  we  Jhall  not  al- 
ways have  the  power, -nor  mall 

we  always -be  in  a  temper  to  let  the 
account  run  thus.  When  the  blood 

is 
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is  cool'd,  and  the  fpirits,  which  have 
hurried  us  on  through  half  our  days, 
before  we  have  numbered  one  of  them, 

are  beginning  to  retire ; then  wif- 

dom  will  prefs  a  moment  to  be  heard, 
— afflictions  or  a  bed  of  ficknefs  will 

'find   their   hours    of   perfuafion 

and,  mould  they  fail, — there  is  fome- 

thing   yet    behind, old    age   will 

overtake  us  at  the  laft,  and  with  its 
trembling  hand  hold  up  the  glafs  to 
us,  as  it  did  unto  the  patriarch. 

Dear  inconfiderate  Chriftians ! 

wait  not,  I  befeech  you,  till  then ; — 
take  a  view  of  your  life  now ; 
look  back,  behold  this  fair  fpace  ca- 
pable of  luch  heavenly  improvements 

— all  fcrawl'd  over  and  defaced  with — 

j 
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1  want  words  to  fay,  with  what 

for  I  think  only  of  the  reflections 

with  which  you  are  to  fupport  your- 
felves,  in  the  decline  of  a  life  fo  mi- 
ferably  caft  away,  fhould  it  happen, 
as  it  often  does,  that  ye  have  flood 
idle  unto  the  eleventh  hour,  and  have 
all  the  work  of  the  day  to  perform 
when  night  comes  on,  and  no  one  can 
work. 

2dly.   As  to  the  evil  of  the  days  of 

the  years  of  our  pilgrimage fpe- 

culation  and  fact  appear  at  variance 
again. We  agree  with  the  patri- 
arch, that  the  life  of  man  is  miferable ; 
and  yet  the  world  looks  happy  enough 

and  every  thing  tolerably  at  its 

eafe.     It  rnuft  be  noted  indeed,  that 

the 
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the  patriarch,  in  this  account,  fpeaks 
merely  his  prefent  feelings,  and  feems 
rather  to  be  giving  a  hiftory  of  his 
fufferings,  than  a  fyftem  of  them,  in 
contradiction  to  that  of  the  GOD  of 
Love.  Look  upon  the  world  he  has 

given  us, obferve  the  riches  and 

plenty  which  flows  in  every  channel, 
not  only  to  fatisfy  the  defires  of  the 

temperate, but  of  the  fanciful  and 

wanton every  place  is    almoft   a 

paradife,  planted  when  nature  was  in 
Jier  gayefl  humour. 

Every   thing  has   two  views. 

Jacob,  and  Job,  and  Solomon,  gave 

one  fection  of  the  globe, and  this 

reprefentation  another : truth  lieth 

betwixt — or  rather,  good  and  evil  are 

mixed 
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mixed  up  together ;  which  of  the  two 
preponderates,  is  beyond  our  enquiry ; 

but,  I  truft — it  is  the  good : 

firft,  As  it  renders  the  Creator  of  the 
world  more  dear  and  venerable  to  me ; 
and,  fecpndly,  Becaufe  I  will  not  fup- 
pofe,  that  a  work  intended  to  exalt 
his  glory,  fhould  Hand  in  want  of  apo- 
logies. 
I 

Whatever  is  the  proportion  of  mi- 
fery  in  this  world,  it  is  certain,  that  it 
can  be  no  duty  of  religion  to  increafe 

the   complaint, or  to    affec~b  the 

praife  which  the  Jefuit's   college   of 

Granado  gave  of  their  Sanchez., 

That  tho'  he  lived  where  there  was  a 
very  fweet  garden,  yet  was  never  feen 
to  touch  a  flower  j  and  that  he  would 

rather 
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rather  die  than  eat  fait  or  pepper,  or 
ought  that  might  give  a  relifli  to  his 
meat. 

I  pity  the  men  whofe  natural  plea- 
fures  are  burthens,  and  who  fly  from 
joy,  (as  thefe  fplenetick  and  morofe 
fouls  do)  as  if  it  was  really  an  evil  in 
itfelf. 

If  there  is  an  evil  in  this  world,  'tis 

forrow  and  heavinefs  of  heart. 

The  lofs  of  goods, of  health, • 

of  coronets  and  mitres,  are  only  evil, 

as  they  occafion  forrow  ; take  that 

out the  reft  is  fancy,  and  dwdleth 

only  in  the  head  of  man. 

Poor 
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Poor  unfortunate  creature  that  he 
is !  as  if  the  caufes  of  anguifh  in  the 

heart  were  not  enow but  he  muft 

fill  up  the  meafure  with  thofe  of  ca- 
price ;    and  not  only,  walk  in  a  vain 

fhadow, but   difquiet   himfelf  in 

vain  too. 

We  are  a  reftlefs  fet  of  beings ;  and 
as  we  are  likely  to  continue  fo  to  the 

end  of  the  world, the  beft  we  can 

do  in  it,  is  to  make  the  fame  ufe  of 
this  part  of  our  character,  which  wife 

men  do  of  other  bad  propenfities 

when  they  find  they  cannot  conquer 

them, they  endeavour,  at  leaft,  to 

^divert  them  into  good  channels. 

If 
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If  therefore  we  muft  be  a  felicitous 
race  of  felf-tormentors, — let  us  drop 
the  common  objects  which  make  us 
fo, — and  for  GOD'S  fake  be  felicitous 
only  to  live  well. 


SER- 
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The  Parable  of  the 

RICH  MAN  and  LAZARUS 

considered. 


VOL,  IV.  Efr 


LUKE  xvi.  31. 

And  he  faid  unto  him,  If  they  hear  not 
Mofes  and  the  prophets^  neither  will 
they  be  per/boded,  though  one  foould 
rife  from  the  dead. 

THESE  words  are  the  conclufion 
of  the  parabk  of  the  rich  man 
and  Lazarus ;    the   defign   of  which 
vras  to  fhew  us  the  necefiity  of  con- 
dueling  ourfelves,    by  ruch  lights  as 
GOD  had  been  pleafed  to  give  us :  the 
fenfe  and  meaning  of  the  patriarch's 
final  determination  in  the  text  being 
D  2  this, 
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this,  That  they  who  will  not  be  per- 
fuaded  to  anfwer  the  great  purpofes  of 
their  being,  upon  fuch  arguments  as 
are  offered  to  them  in  fcripture,  will 
never  be  perfuaded  to  it  by  any  other 
means,  how  extraordinary  foever  •, — If 
they  bear  not  Mofes  and  the  prophets^ 
neither  -will  they  be  ferfuaded*  though 
enejhould  rife  from  the  dead • 

—Rife  from  the  dead !  To  what 
purpofe  ?  What  could  fuch  a  mefTen- 
ger  propofe  or  urge,  which  had  not 
been  propofed  and  urged  already  : 
the  novelty  or  furprize  of  fucli  a  vitit 
might  awaken  the  attention  of  a  cu- 
ricus  unthinking  people,  who  fpent 
ti.clr  time  in  nothing  elfe,  but  to  hear 
and  tell  fome  new  thing  j  but  ere  the 

wonder 
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wonder  was  well  over,  fome  new  won- 
der would  Hart  up  in  its  room,  ai)d 
then  the  man  might  return  to  the 
dead  from  whence  he  came,  and  not 
a  foul  make  one  enquiry  about  him. 

This,   I  fear,    would  be  the 

ccnclufion  of  the  affair.  But  to  bring 
this  matter  ftill  clofer  to  us,  let  us 
imagine,  if  there  is  nothing  unworthy 
in  it,  that  GOD,  in  compliance  with  a 

curious  world, or  from  a  better 

motive, in. companion  to  a  finful 

one,  fhould  vouchfafe  to  fend  one  from 
the  dead,  to  call  home  our  conference 
and  make  us  better  Chriftians,  better 
citizens,  better  men,  and  better  fer- 
vants  to  GOD  than  what  we  are. 

D  3  Now 
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Now  bear  with  me,  I-befeech  you,  in 
framing  fuch  an  addrefs,  as  I  imagine, 
would  be  moft  likely  to  gain  our 
attention,  and  conciliate  the  heart  to 
what  he  had  to  fay  :  the  great  chan- 
nel to  it,  is  Intereft, and  there  he 

would  fet  out. 

He  might  tell  us,  (after  the  moft 
indifputable  credentials  of  whom  he 
ferved)  That  he  was  come  a  mefica- 
ger  from  the  great  GOD  of  Heaven, 
with  reiterated  propofals,  whereby 
much  was  to  be  granted  us  on  his  fide, 

and  fomething  to  be  parted  with 

on  ours :  but  that,  not  to  alarm  us, 

'twas  neither  houfes,    nor  land, 

nor  pofiVflions  •, — 'twas  neither  wives, 

or  children,    or  brethren,    or  fitters, 

which 
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which  we  had  to  forfake ; no  OHC 

rational  pleafure  to  be  given  up  ; — -— 
no    natural   endearment   to   be  torn 

-from •- 

In  a  word,  he  would  tell  us, 

We  had  nothing  to  part  with but 

what  was  not  for  our  interefls  to  keep, 

•" and  that  was  our  Vices ;  which 

brought  death  and  mifery  to  our  doors. 

He  would  go  on,  and  prove  it  by 
a  thoufand  arguments,  that  to  be  tem- 
perate and  chafte,  and  juft  and  peace- 
able, and  charitable  and  kind  to  one 

another, was  only  doing  that  for 

CHRIST'S  fake,   which  was  moft  for 
our  own  ;    and  that  were  we  in  a  ca- 
pacity of  capitulating  with  GOD  upon 
D  4  :what 
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what  terms  we  would  fubmit  to  his 

government, he   would   convince 

us,  'twould  be  impoflible  for  the  wit 
of  man  to  frame  any  propofals  more 
for  our  prefent  interefts,  than  to  lead 

an  uncorrupted  life to  do  the  thing 

which  is  lawful  and  right,  and  lay  fuch 
reftraints  upon  our  appetites  as  are  for 
the  honour  of  human  nature,  and  the 
refinement  of  human  happinefs.  . 

Wlren   this  point  was   made  our, 
and  the  alarms  from  Tntereft  got  over, 

the   fpectre  might  addrefs  him- 

Jeli   to  the  other  paflions in  doing 

this,  he  could  but  give  us  the  mo& 
engaging  ideas  of  the  perfections  of 

GOD, or  could  he  do  more,  than 

imprefs  the  moft  aweful  ones,  of  his 

majefty 
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majefty  and  power  :— he  might  re- 
mind us,  that  we  are  creatures  but  of 
a  day,  haftening  to  the  place  from 

whence  we  mall  not  return ; tlrat 

during  our  flay,  we  flood  accountable 
to  this  Being,  who,  tho'  rich  in  mer- 
cies,  yet  was  terrible  in  his  judg- 
ments ; that  he  took  notice  of  all 

our  actions ; that  he  was  about 

our  paths,  and  about  our  beds,  and 
fpied  put  all  our  ways ;  and  was  fo 
pure  in  his  nature,  that  he  would  pu- 
nilh  even  the  wicked  imaginations  of 
the  heart,  and  had  appointed  a  day, 
wherein  he  would  enter  into  this  en- 
quiry.  . 

He  might  add  j 

But 
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But  what  ? with  all  the  eloquence 

'  of  an  infpired  tongue,  What  could  he 
add  or  fay  to  us,  which  has  not  been 
faid  before  ?  The  experiment  has  been 
tried  a  thoufand  times  upon  the  hopes 
and  fears,  the  realbns  and  paflions  of 

men,  by  all  the  powers  of  nature 

the  application  of  which  have  been  fo 
great,  and  the  variety  of  addrefies  fo 
unanfwerable,  that  there  is  not  a 
greater  paradox  in  the  world,  than 
that  fo  good  a  religion  fhould  be  no 
better  recommended  by  its  prefefTors. 

The  fact  is,  mankind  are  not  al- 
ways in  a  humour  to  be  convinced, — 
and  fo  long  as  the  pre-engagement 
with  cur  paiTicns  fubfiils,  it  is  not  ar- 
gumentation which  can  do  the  bufi- 

nefs  j — •• 
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»cfs ; — we  may  amufe  ourfelves  with 
the  ceremony  of  the  operation,  but 
we  reafon  not  with  the  proper  faculty, 
when  we  fee  every  thing  in  the  fhape 
and  colouring,  in  which  the  treachery 
of  the  fenfes  paint  it :  and  indeed, 
were  we  only  to  look  into  the  world, 
and  obferve  how  inclinable  men  are  to 
defend  evil,  as  well  as  to  commit  it, 

one  would  think,  at  firft  fight, 

they  believed,  that  all  difeourfes  of  re- 
ligion and  virtue  were  mere  matters 
of  fpecnlation,  for  men  to  entertain 
fome  idle  hours  with  ;  and  conclude 
very  naturally,  that  we  feemed  to  be 
agreed  in  no  one  thing,  but  fpeaking 
well — and  acling  ill.  But  the  trueft 
comment  is  in  the  text, — If  they  hear 
not  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  &c. 
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If  they  are  not  brought  over  to  the 
interefts  of  religion  upon  fuch  difco- 

veries   as   GOD  has  made or  has 

enabled  them  to  make,  they  will  ftand 

out  againft  all  evidence  : in  vain 

mall  one  rife  for  their  conviction  -, . 

was  the  earth  to  give  up  her  dead — 

'twould  be  the  fame-, every  man 

would  return  again  to  his  courfe,  and 
the  fame  bad  pafiions  would  produce 
the  fame  bad  actions  to  the  end  of  the 
world. 

This  is  the  principal  leflbn  of  the 
parable  ;  but  I  muft  enlarge  upon  the 

whole  of  it becaufe  it  has  fome 

other  ufeful  leflbns,  and  they  will  beft 
prefent  themfelves  to  us 'as  we  go 
along. 
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In  this  parable,  which  is  one  of  the 
moft  remarkable  in  the  gofpel,  our 
SAVIOUR  reprefents  a  fcene,  in  which, 
by  a  kind  of  contraft,  two  of  the 
moft  oppofite  conditions  that  could  be 
brought  together  from  human  life,  are 
pafs'd  before  our  imaginations. 

The  one,  a  man  exalted  above  the 
level  of  mankind,  to  the  higheft  pin- 
nacle of  profperity, to  riches 

to  happinefs 1  fay,  bappinefs.^ 

in  compliance  with  the  world,  and  on 
a  fuppofition,  that  the  polfeflion  of 
riches  muft  make  us  happy,  when  the 
very  purfuit  of  them  fo  warms  our 
imagination,  that  we  flake  both  body 
and  foul  upon  the  event,  as  if  they 
were  things  not  to  be  purchafed  at  too 

dear 
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dear  a  rate.     They  are  the  wages  of  ; 

wifdom,- as  well  as  of  folly. 

Whatever  was  the  cafe  here,  is  beyond  . 
the    purport   of  the   parable— — the 
fcripture  is  filent,  and  fo  mould  we ; 
it  marks  only  his  outward  condition, '' 
by  the  common  appendages  of  it,  in  ^ 
the  two  great  articles  of  Vanity  and 

Appetite: to  gratify  the  one,  he 

was  cloathed  in  purple  and  fine  linen  : 

to  fatisfy  the  other, fared  fumptu- 

oufly  every  day  •, and  upon  every 

thing  too we'll  fuppofe,  that  cli- 
mates could  furnifh— — that  luxury 
could  invent,  or  the  hand  of  fcience 
could  torture. 

Clofe  by  his  gates  is  reprefented  an 
object  whom  Providence  might  jeem  '- 

to 
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to  have  placed  there,  to  cure  the  pride 
of  man,  and  Ihew  him  to  what  wret- 
chednefs  his  condition  might  be 
brought :  a  creature  in  all  the  fhip- 

wreck  of  nature, helplefs, un- 

done,— - — in  want  of  friends,  in  want 

of  health, and  in  want  of  erery 

thing  with  them  which  his  diftreiTes 
called  for. 

In  this  ftate  he  is  defcribed  as  defir- 
ing  to  be  fed  with  the  crumbs  which 
fell  from  the  rich  man's  table;  and 
tho*  the  cafe  is  not  exprefsly  put,  that 
he  was  refufed,  yet  as  the  contrary  is 
not  affirmed  in  the  hiftorical  part  of 

the  parable, or  pleaded  after  by 

the  other,  that  he  {hewed  mercy  to  the 

rmferable,  we  may  conclude  his  re-< 

9  queft 
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queft  was  unfuccefsful-— —  like  too 
many  others  in  the  world,  either  fo 
high  lifted  up  in  it,  that  they  cannot 
look  down  diftindtly  enough  upon 
the  fufferings  of  their  fellow-creatures, 
or  by  long  furfeiting  in  a  conti- 
nual coiirfe  of  banqueting  and  good 
cheer,  they  forget  there  is  fuch  a  di- 
ftemper  as  hunger,  in  the  catalogue  of 
human  infirmities, 

Overcharged  with  this,  and  per- 
haps a  thpufand  un pitied  wants  in  a 
pilgrimage  through  an  inhofpitable 
world,  the  poor  man  finks  filently  under 
his  burden. — But,  good  GOD  !  whence 
is  this  ?  Why  doft  thou  fuffer  thefe 
hardfhips  in  a  world  which  thou  haft 
made  ?  Is  it  for  thy  honour,  that  one 
6  man 
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man  mould  eat  the  bread  of  fulnefs, 
and  fo  many  of  his  own  flock  and 

lineage  eat  the  bread  of  ibrrow  ? 

That  this  man  mould  go  clad  in  pur- 
ple, and  have  all  his  paths  ftrewed 
with  rofebuds  of  delight,  whilft  fo 
many  mournful  paflengers  go  heavily 
along,  and  pafs  by  his  gates,  hang- 
ing down  their  heads  ?  Is  it  for  thy 
Glory,  O  GOD  !  that  fo  large  a  made 
of  mifery  mould  be  fpread  acrofs  thy 
works  ?— ! — or,  Is  it  that  we  fee  but  a 
part  of  them  ?  When  the  grtat  chain 
at  length  is  let  down,  and  all5:hat  has 
held  the  two  worlds  in  harmony  is 

fecn; when  the  dawn  of  that  day 

approaches,  in  which  all  the  clifh-efT- 
ful  incidents  of  this  Drama  mall  bs 
imravei'd;— — -when  every  man's  caie 

T  r  T  'T  r  T~» 

V  GL.  I  V  .  L 
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lhall    be    reconfidered, then  wilt 

thou  be  fully  juftified  in  all  thy  ways, 
and  every  mouth  mall  be  flopped. 

After  a   long  day  of  mercy,  mif- 
fycnt  in  riot  and  uncharitablenels,  the 

rich  man  died  alfo  : the  parable 

adds, — and   was    buried  •, Buried 

no  doubt  in  triumph,  with  all  the  ill- 
timed  pride  of  funerals,  and  empty 
decorations,  which  worldly  folly  is  apt 
to  proftitute  upon  thofe  occafions. 

• 
But  this  was  the  lad  vain  fhow  -y 

the  utter  concluMon  of  all  his  epicu- 
rean grandeur  \ the  next  is  a  fcene 

of  horror,  where  he  is  reprefented  by 
our  SAVIOUR,  in  a  (late  of  the  utmoft 
miiery,  from  whence  he  is  fuppofed  to 

lift 


SERMON   VIII.        51 

lift  up  his  eyes  towards  heaven,  ani 
cry  to  the  patriarch  Abraham  for 
mercy. 

And  Abraham  faid,  Son,  remember 
that  tbcu  in  thy  life  time  received]}  thy 
good  things. 

That  he  had  received  his  o-ood 

O 

things, — 'twas  from  heaven,.-. and 

could  be  no  reproach:  with  what  feve- 
rity  foever  the  fcripture  fpeaks  againft 
riches,  it  does  not  appear,  that  the 
living  or  faring  fumptuoufly  every 
day,  was  the  crime  objected  to  the 
rich  man ;  or  that  it  is  a  real  part 
of  a  vicious  character  :  the  cafe  might 
be  then,  as  now :  his  quality  and  fta- 
tion  in  the  world  might  be  fuppofed 
E  2  to. 
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to  be  fuch,  as  not  only  to  have  juf- 
tified  his  doing  this,  but,  in  general, 
to  hsve  required  it  without  any  impu. 
tation  of  doing  wrong ;  for  differences 
of  ftations  there  mull  be  in  the  world, 
which  muft  be  Supported  by  fuch 
marks  of  diftinction  as  cuftom  im- 
pofes.  The  exceeding  great  plenty 
and  magnificence,  in  which  Solomon 
is  defcribed  to  have  lived,  who  had 
ten  fat  oxen,  and  twenty  oxen  out  of 
the  paftufes,  and  a  hundred  fheep, 
befides  harts  and  roebucks,  and  fal- 
low deer,  and  fatted  fowl,  with-  thirty 
meafures  of  fine  flower,  and  three  icore 
meafures  of  meal,  for  the  daily  pro- 

vifion  of  his  table  ; all  this  is  not 

laid  to  him  as  a  fin,  but  rather  re- 
marked as  an  inllancc  of  GOD'S  blefT- 
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ing  to  him  ;» and  whenever  thefe 

things  are  otherwife,  'tis  from  a  waft- 
fnl  and  difhonefl  perverfion  of  them 
to  pernicious  ends, — and  oft  times, 
to  the  very  oppofite  ones  for  which 

they   were   granted, to  glad  the 

heart,  to  open  it,  and  render  it  more 
kind. —  • 

And  this  feems  to  have  been  the 
fnare  the  rich  man  had  fallen  into — 
and  poflibly,  had  he  fared  lefs  fump- 

tuouily, he  might  have  had  more 

cool  hours  for  reflection,  and  been 
better  difpofed  to  have  conceived  an 
idea  of  want,  and  to  have  felt  com- 
panion for  it. 

E  3  And- 
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And  Abraham  /aid,  Son,  remember 
that  thou  in  thy  life  time  received/}  thy 
good  things,  and  likewife  Lezarus  evil 

things. Remember  !  fad  fubjectof 

recollection  !    that  a  man  has  pafled 

through  this  world  with  all  the  blefT- 
ings  and  advantages  of  it,  on  his  fide, 

favoured  by  GOD  Almighty  with 

riches, befriended  by   his  fellow 

creatures  in  the  means  of  acquiring 

them, affifted  every  hour  by  the 

fociety  of  which  he  is  a  member,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  them — to  remem- 
ber, how  much  he  has  received, 

how  little  he  has  beftowed, that 

lie  has  been  no  man's  friend, — no 
one's  protector, no  one's  benefac- 
tor,  bkfled  GOD  ! , 

Thus 
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Thus  begging  in  yain  for  himfelf, 
he  is  reprefented  at  laft  as  interceding 
for  his  brethren,  that  Lazarus  might 
be  fent  to  them  to  give  them  warning, 
and  fave  them  from  the  ruin  which  he 

had  fallen  into ; They  have  Mofes, 

and  the  -prophet s,  was  the  anfwer  of 

the  patriarch, let  them  hear  them  •, 

but  the  unhappy  man  is  reprefented, 
as  difcontented  with  it ;  and  ftill  per- 
fifting  in  his  requeft,  and  urging, — 
A^jj  father  Abraham,  hit  if  one  vent 
from  the  dead>  they  would  repent. 

He  thought  fo but  Abra- 
ham knew  otherwife  : And  the 

grounds  of  the  determination,   I  have 

explained  already, fo  mail  proceed 

£4  to 


56        SERMON   VIII. 

to  draw  Tome  other  conclufions  and 
kffens  from  the  parable. 

And  firft,  our  SAVIOUR  might  fur- 
ther intend  to  difcover  to  us  by  it,  the 
dangers  to  which  great  riches  naturally 
expofe  mankind,  agreeably  to  what  is 
rlfewhere  declared,  how  hardly  mail 
they  who  have  them,  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven. 

The  truth  is,  they  are  often  too 
dangerous  a  blefting  far  Goi>  to  truft 
us  with,  or  we  to  manage  :  they  fur- 
round  us  at  all  times  with  eafe,  with 
nonlenfe,  with  flattery,  and  falfe 
'friends,  with  which  thoufands  and  ten 

thousands  have  perifhed  : they  arc 

apt 
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apt  to  multiply  our  faults,  and  treach- 
eroufly  to  conceal  them  from  ITS  ; — ~ 
they  hourly  adminlfter  to  our  tempta- 
tions •, and  neither  allow  us  time 

to  examine  our  faults,  or  humility  to 
repent  of  them: — nay,  what  is  ftrange, 
do  they  not  often  tempt  men  even  to 
covetoufnefs  •,  and  tho'  amidft  all  the 
ill  offices  which  riches  do  us,  one 
would  laft  fufpecl:  this  vice,  but  rather 
think  the  one  a  cure  for  the  other ;  yet 
fo  it  is,  that  many  a  man  contra&s  his 
fpirits  upon  the  enlargement  of  his 
fortune,  and  is  the  more  empty  for 
being  full. 

But  there  is  lefs  need  to  preach 
againft  this  :  we  feem  all  to  be  haften- 
ing  to  the  oppofite  extreme  of  luxury 

and. 


58        SERMON    VJfl. 

and  expence:  we  generally  content 
purfclves  with  the  folution  of  it  5  and 
fay,  'Tis  a  natural  confequence  of 
trade  and  riches — and  there  it  ends. 

By  the  way,  I  affirm,  there  is  a 
miftake  in  the  account  •,  and  that  it  is 
not  riches  which  are  the  caufe  of  lux- 
ury,— but  the  corrupt  calculation  of 
the  world,  in  making  riches  the  ba- 
lance for  honour,  for  virtue^  and  for 
every  thing  that  is  great  and  good, 
which  goads  fo  many  thoufands  on 
with  an  affectation  of  polTefiing  mere 

than  they  have, and  confequently 

of  engaging  in  a  fyftem  of  expences 
they  cannot  fupport. 

In 
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In  one  word,  'tis  the  neceffity  of 
appearing  to  be  fomebody,  in  order  to 
be  fo which  ruins  the  world. 

This  leads  us  to  another  lefTon  in 
the  parable,  concerning  the  true  ufe 
and  application  of  riches ;  we  may  be 
fure  from  the  treatment  of  the  rich 
man,  that  he  did  not  employ  thofe 
talents  as  GOD  intended. 

How  GOD  did  intend  them, — may 
as  well  be  known  from  an  appeal  to 
your  own  hearts,  and  the  infcription 

you  mall  read  there, as  from  any 

chapter  and  verfe  I  might  cite  upon 
the  fubject.  Let  us  then  for  a  mo- 
ment, my  dear  auditors !  turn  our  eyes 
that  way,  and  confider  the  traces  which 

even 
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even  the  mod  infenfible  man  may 
have  proof  of,  from  what  he  may  per- 
ceive fpringing  up  within  him  from 
fome  cafual  ad  of  generality ;  and 
tho'  this  is  a  pleafure  which  properly 
belongs  to  the  good,  yet  let  him  try 

the  experiment; let  him   comfort 

the  captive,  or  cover  the  naked  with 
a  garment,  and  he  will  feel  what  is 
meant  by  that  moral  delight  arifmg  in 
the  mind  from  the  confcience  of  a 
humane  action. 

But  to  know  it  right,  we  muft  call 

upon  the  compaflionate ; Cruelty 

gives  evidence  unwillingly,  and  feels 
the  pleafure  but  imperfectly ;  for  this, 
like  all  other  pleafures,  is  of  a  relative 
nature,  and  confequently  the  enjoy- 
ment 
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ment  of  it,  requires  fome  qualifica- 
tion in  the  faculty,  as  much  as  the 
enjoyment  of  any  other  good  does  : — 
there  mud  be  fomething  antecedent  in 
the  difpofition  and  temper  which  will 

render  that  good, a  good  to  that 

individual  •,    othervvife,   tho*  'tis  true 

it  may  be  poflcfled, yet  it  never 

can  be  enjoyed.  , 

Confider  how  difficult  you  would 
find  it  to  convince  a  miferly  heart, 
that  any  thing  is  good,  which  is  not 
profitable  ?  or  a  libertine  one,  that 
any  thing  is  bad,  which  is  pleafant? 

Preach  to  a  voluptuary,  who  has 
modell'd  both  mind  and  body  to  no 
other  happinefs  but  nood  eating  and 

.drink- 
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drinking, bid   him  tafte  and  fee 

bow  gocd  God  is  : there  is  not  an 

invitation   m  all   nature    would  con- 
found him  like  it. 

In  a  word,  a  man's  mind  muft  be 
like  your  proportion,  before  it  can  be 
relimed  •,  and  'tis  the  refemblance  be- 
tween them,  which  brings  over  his 
judgment,  and  makes  him  an  evidence 
on  your  fide. 

'Tis  therefore  not  to  the  cruel, — — 

'tis  to  the  merciful ; to  thofe  who 

rejoice  with  thofe  that  rejoice,    and 

weep  with  them  that  weep, that 

we  make  this  appeal : —'tis  to  the 

generous,  the  kind,  the  humane,  that 

I  am 
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I  am  now  to  tell  the  fad  *  ftory  of  the 
fatherlefs,  and  of  him  who  hath  no 
helper,  and  befpeak  your  almfgiving 
in  behalf  of  thofe,  who  know  not 
how  to  afk  for  it  themfelves. 

What  can  I  fay  more  ? it 

is  a  fubjeft  on  which  I  cannot  inform 

your  judgment, and    in  fuch  an 

audience,  I  would  not  prefume  to- 
pra<flife  upon  your  pafTions  :  let  it  fuf- 
fice  to  fay,  that  they  whom  GOD  hath 

blefTed  with  the  means, and  for 

whom  he  has  done  more,  in  blefiing 
them  likewife  with  a  difpofition;  have 
abundant  realbn  to  be  thankful  to  him, 
as  the  author  of  every  good  gift,  for 

*  Charity  Sermon  at  St.  Andrew's,  Holborn. 
7  the 
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the  meafure  he  has  beftowed  to  them 
of  both :  'tis  the  refuge  againft  the 
flormy.  wind  and  tempeft,  which  he 
has  planted  in  our  hearts  •,  and  the  con- 
front fluctuation  of  every  thing  in  this 
world,  force  all  the  fons  and  daughters 
of  Adam  to  feek  flicker  under  it  by 
turns.  Guard  it  by  entails  and  fettle- 
ments  as  we  will,  the  mod  affluent 
plenty  may  be  ftripp'd,  and  find  all 
its  worldly  comforts  like  fo  many 
withered  leaves  dropping  from  us-, — , 
the  crowns  of  princes  may  be  fhaken  ; , 
and  the  greateft  that  ever  awed  the 
v/orldy  have  looked  back  and  moral- 
ized upon  the  turn  of  the  wheel. 

That  which  has  happened  to  one, 
— — may  happen  to  every  mar.  -9  a:.d 

ihtrc- 
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therefore,  that  excellent  rule  of  our 
SAVIOUR,  in  a<fh  of  benevolence,  as 
well  as  every  thing  elfe,  mould  go- 
vern us ; 1'bat  what fo ever  ye  would 

that  men  Jhc-uld  do  to  you,  do  ye  a  Iff 
unto  them. 

Haft  thoa  ever  laid  upon  the  bed  of 
languishing,  or  laboured  under  a  dil- 
temper  which  threatened  thy  life  ? 
Call  to  mind  thy  forrowful  and  pen- 
five  fpirit  at  that  time,  and  fay,  What 
it  was  that  made  the  thoughts  cf 
death  fo  bitter: — if  thou  hadlt  chil- 
dren,  1  affirm  it,  the  bitternefs  cf 

death  lay  there  ; if  unbrought  up, 

and  unprovided  for,  What  will  be- 
come of  them  ?  Where  will  they  find 
a  friend  when  I  am  gone,  who  will 

VOL.  IV,  F  ftaadi- 
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ftand  up  for  them,    and  plead  their 
caufc  againft  the  wicked  ? 

-  Blefled  GOD  !  to  thee,  who  art 
a  father  to  the  fatherlefs,  and  a  huf- 
band  to  the  widow,  —  I  entruft  them. 


thou  ever  fuftaincd  any  confi- 
derable  (hock  in  thy  fortune  ?  or,  Has 
the  fcantinefs  of  thy  condition  hurried 
thee  into  great  (traits,  and  brought 
thee  almoft  to  diftra<5lion  ?  Confider 
v/hat  was  it  that  fpread  a  table  in  that 
wildernefs  of  thoupht,  -  who  made 

O         * 

thy  cup  to  overflow  ?  Was  it  not  a 
friend  of  confolation  who  ftepped  in, 
-  faw  thee  embarrafied  with  ten- 
der pledges  of  thy  love,  and  the  part- 
ner of  thy  cares,  —  —  tool;  them  un- 

der 
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der  his  protection  ? Heaven !  thou 

wilt  reward  him  for  it ! and  freed 

thee  from  all  the  terrifying  apprehen- 
fions  of  a  parent's  love. 

Haft  thou 

But  how  fliall  I  afk  a  queftion 

which  mu ft  bring  tears  into  fo  many 
eyes  ? — Haft  thou  ever  been  wounded 
in  a  more  affecting  manner  ftill,  by  the 
lofs  of  a  moft  obliging  friend, — or  been 
torn  away  from  the  embraces  of  a 
dear  and  promifing  child  by  the  ftroke 

of  death  ? bitter   remembrance! 

nature  droops  at  it — but  nature  is  the 
fame  in  all  conditions  and  lots  of  life. 

. A  child  thruft  forth  in  an  evil 

hour,  without  food,  without  raiment, 
F  2  bereft 
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bereft  of  inftrudion,  and  the  means 
of  its  falvation,  is  a  fubjeft  of  more 
tender  heartaches,  and  will  awaken 

every  power    of    nature  : as   we 

have  felt  for  ourfelves, — let  us  feel  for 
CHRIST'S  fake — let  us  feel  for  theirs  : 
and  may  the  GOD  of  all  comfort  blefs 
yon.  Ameru 
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LUKE  xiv.  10,  n. 

But  thou>  when  thm  art  bidden^  go  and 
Jit  down  in  the  loweft  room,  that  when 
he  that  bad  thee  cometh>  he  may  fay  to 
thee,  Friend,  go  up  higher^  thenjhalt 
thou  have  worjhip  in  the  prefence  of 
them  who  Jit  at  meat  with  thee  :  for 
whcfoever  exaheth  himfeJf^  foall  be 
abafed ;  and  he  that  humbleth  him- 
felf,  Jbatt  be  exalted. 

IT  is  an  exhortation  of  our  SAVI- 
OUR'S to  Humility,  addrefied  by 
way  of  inference  from  what  he  had 
feid  in  the  three  foregoing  verfes  G? 
F  4.  the 


72          SERMON    IX. 

the  chapter;  where,  upon  entering 
into  the  houfe  of  one  of  the  chiei 
Pharifees  to  eat  bread,  and  marking 
how  fmall  a  portion  of  this  neceffiry 
virtue  entered  in  with  die  feverai 
guefls,  discovering  itfelf  from  their 
chooiing  the  chief  rooms,  and  moft 
tliftinguifhed  places  of  honour  •, — he 
takes  the  occafion  which  fuch  a  beha- 
viour offered,  to  caution  them  againft 

Pride ; Itates  the  inconvenience  of 

the  paiTion  •, (hews  the  difappoint- 

ments  which  attend  it  •, the  dii- 

grace  in  v/hich  it  generally  ends  i  in 
being  forced  at  lafl  to  recede  from  the 
pretenuons  to  what  is  more  than  OUF 
due  ;  which,  by  the  way,,  is  the  very 
thing  the  paffion  is  eternally  prompt- 
ing us  to  expecl.  \Vhen,  therefore, 

thou 
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thoii  art  bidden  to  a  wedding,  fays, 
our  SAVIOUR,  fit  not  down  in  tha 
higheft  room,  left  a  more  honourable 
man  thanthou  be  bidden  of  him;  and 
he  that  bad  thee  and  him,  come  and 

fay  to  thee, Give  this  man  place : 

and  thou  begin-  with  mame  to  take  the 
loweft  room. 

But  thou,  when  thou  art  bid- 
den, go  and  fit  down  in  the  loweft 

room: hard   leflure  ! In   the 

loweft  room  ?  What, — do  I  owe 
nothing  to  myfelf  ?  Muft  I  forget  my 
ftation,  my  character  in  life  ?  Refigrt 
the  precedence  which  my  birth,  my 
fortune,  my  talents,  have  already 
placed  me  in  pofleflion  of  ?  give 
•all  up !  and  fuffer  inferiors  to  take- 

my 
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my  honour?  Yes; for  that,   fays 

our  SAVIOUR,  is  the  road  to  it :  For 
wben  he  that  bad  thee  cometh,  be  will 
Jay  to  thee.  Friend,  go  up  higher  ;  then 
Jhalt  thou  have  worjhip  in  the  prefence 
«f  them  who  fit  fit  meat  with  thee : — 
for  whofoever  exalteth  himfelf^  jball  be 
abafed ;  and  he  that  humbleth  himfelf^ 
Jball  be  exalted. 

To-  make  good  the  truth  of  which 
declaration,  k  is  not  neceffary  we 
mould  look  beyond  this  life,  and  fay, 
That  in  that  day  of  retribution,  where- 
in every  high  thing  (hall  be  brought 
low,  and  every  irregular  pafiion  dealt 

with  as   it   deferves ; that  Pride, 

amongft  the  reft,  (confidered  as  a  vi- 
cious character)   ihall  meet  with  its 

proper 
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proper  punifhment  of  being  abafed, 
and  lying  down  for  ever  in  fhame  and 

diihonour. It  is  not  neceffary  we 

fhould  look  fo  far  forwards  for  the  ac- 
compliihment  of  this :  the  words  feem 
not  fo  much  to  imply  the  threat  of  a 
diftant  punifhment,  the  execution  of 
which  was  to  be  refpited  to  that  day ; 

i as  the  declaration  of  a  plain  truth 

depending  upon  the  natural  courfe  of 
things,  and  evidently  verified  in  every 
hour's  commerce  of  the  world ;  from 
whence,  as  well  as  from  our  reaibning 
upon  the  point,  it  is  found,  That 
Pride  lays  us  open  to  fo  many  morti- 
fying encounters,  which  Humility  in 
its  own  nature  refls  fecure  from, 
that  verily,  each  of  them,  in  this 
world,  have  their  reward  faithfully 

dealt 
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dealt  out  by  the,  natural  workings  of, 
mens  paflions ;  which,  tho'  very  bad- 
executioners  in  general,  yet  are  fo  far 
juft  ones  in  this,  that  they  feldom  fuf- 
fer  the  exultations  of  an  infolent  tem- 
per to  efcape  the  abafement,  or  the 
deportment  of  a  humble  one  to  fail  of 
the  honour,  which  each  of  their  eha-- 
rafters  do  deferve. 

In  other  vicious  excefles  which  a» 
man  commits,  the  world  (tho*  it  is- 
not  much  to  its  credit)  feerns  to  (land 
pretty  neuter:  if  you  are  extravagant 
or  intemperate,  you  are  looked  upon 

as  the  greatefl  enemy  to  yourfelf, 

or  if  an-  enemy  to  the  public, at 

lead,  you  are  fo  remote  a  one  to  each 
individ  vial,  that  no  one  feels  himfel£ 
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immediately  concerned  in  your  punifh- 
ment :  but  in  the  inftances  of  Pride,  the 
attack  isperfonal :  for  as  this  paflioncan 
only  take  its  rife  from  a  fecret  compan- 
ion, which  the  party  has  been  making 
of  himielf  to  my  difadvantage,  every 
i-ntimation  he  gives  me  of»  what  he 
thinks  of  the  matter,  is  fo  far  a  dired: 
injury,  either  as  it  withholds  the  re- 

fpect  which  is  my  due, or  perhaps 

denies  me  to  have  any ;  or  elfe,  which 
prefies  equally  hard,  as  it  puts  me  in 
mind  of  the  defects  which  I  really 
have,  and  of  which  I  am  truly  con- 
icious,  and  confequently  think  myfelf 
the  lefs  deferving  of  an  admonition  : 
in  every  one  of  which  cafes,  the  proud 
man,  in  whatever  language  he  fpeaks 

it, if  it  is  exprefllve  of  this  fupe- 

riority 
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nority  over  me,  either  in  the  gifts  of 
fortune,  the  advantages  of  birth  or 
improvements,  as  it  has  proceeded 
from  a  mean  eftimation,  and  pofiibly 
a  very  unfair  one,  of  the  like  preten- 

fions  in  myfelf, the  attack,  I  fay, 

is  perfonal ;  and  has  generally  the  fate 
to  be  felt  and  refented  as  fuch. 

So  that  with  regard  to  the  prefent 
inconveniencies,  there  is  fcarce  any  vice, 
bating  fuch  as  are  immediately  pu- 
milled  by  laws,  which  a  man  may  not 
indulge  with  more  fafety  to  himfelf, 
than  this  one  of  Pride ; the  hum- 
bled of  men,  not  being  fo  entirely 
void  of  the  paffion  themfelves,  but 
that  they  fuffer  Ib  much  from  the  over- 
flowings of  it  in  others,  as  to  make 

the 
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the  literal  accomplifhment  of  the  text 
a  common  intereft  and  concern :  in 
which  they  are  generally  fuccefsful, — 
the  nature  of  the  vice  being  fuch,  as 
not  only  to  tempt  you  to  it,  but  to 
afford  the  occafions  itfelf  of  its  own 
humiliation. 

The  proud  man, fee ! he  is 

fore  all  over;  touch  him you  put 

him  to  pain  :  and  tho'  of  all  others, 
he  acts  as  if  every  mortal  was  void  of 
all  fenfe  and  feeling,  yet  is  poffefied 
with  fo  nice  and  exquifite  a  one  him- 
lelf,  that  the  flights,  the  little  ne- 
gleds  and  inftances  of  difefteem, 
which  would  be  fcarce  felt  by  another 
man,  are  perpetually  wounding  him, 
and  oft  times  piercing  him  to  his  very 

heart. 

I  would 
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I  would  not  therefore  be  a  proud 
man,  was  it  only  for  this,  that  it 
fhould  not  be  in  the  power  of  every 
one  who  thought  fit— to  chaftiie  me  j 

my    other    infirmities,    however 

unworthy  of  me,  at  leaft  will  not  in- 
commode me  : fo  little  difcounte- 

nance  do  I  fee  given  to  them,  that  it 
is  not  the  world's  fault,  if  I  fuffer  by 

them  : but  here if  I  exalt  my- 

Celf,  I  have  no  profpefb  of  efcaping  ; 

with  this  vice  I  ftand  fwoln  up 

in  every  body's  way,  and  mufl  una- 
voidably be  thruft  back  :  whichever 
way  I  turn,  whatever  fl-ep  I  take  un- 
der the  direction  of  this  paffion,  I 
prefs  unkindly  upon  fome  one,  and  in 
xeturn,  muft  prepare  myielf  for  fuch 

mor- 
t 
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mortifying  repulfes,  as  will  bring  me 
down,  and  make  me  go  on  my  way 
forrowing. 

This  is  from  the  nature  of  things, 
and  the  experience  of  life  as  far  back 
as  Solomon,  whole  obfervation  upon 
it  was  the  fame,— — and  it  will  ever 
hold  good,  that  before  honour  was  hu- 
milityr,  and  a  haughty  fpirit  before  a  fall. 

Put  not  therefore  thyfelf  forth  in 

the  -pre fence  of  the  king,  and  ft  and  not 
m  the  -place  of  great  men : for  let- 
ter is  it (which  by  the  way  is  the 

very  difiuafive  in  the  text) better 

is  it,  that  it  be  f aid  unto  thee,  Friend, 
come  tip  higher,  than  that  than  Jhottldeft 
bs  -put  lower  in  the  'preface  of  the  prince 
•~j;bom  thine  eyes  have  fcen. 

VOL.  IV.  G  Thus 
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Thus  much  for  the  illuftration  of 
this  one  argument  of  our  SAVIOUR'S, 

againft   Pride  : there   are   many 

other  confiderations  which  expofe  the 
weaknefs  of  it,  which  his  knowledge 
of  the  heart  of  man  might  have  fug- 
gefted  ;  but  as  the  particular  occafion 
which  gave  rife  to  this  lecture  of  our 
SAVIOUR'S  againft  Pride,  naturally 
led  him  to  fpeak  of  the  mortifications 
which  attend  fuch  inftances  of  ir,  as 

he  then  beheld: for   this  reafon 

the  other  arguments  might  be  omitted, 
which  perhaps  in  a  fct  difcourfe  would 
be  doing  injuftice  to  the  fubject.  I 
mail  therefore,  in  the  remaining  part 
of  this,  beg  leave  to  offer  fome  other 
confiderations  of  a  moral  as  well  as 
a  religious  nature  upon  this  fubject,  as 

fo 
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fo  many,  inducements  to  check  this 
weak  paffion  in  man  j  which,  tho'  one 
of  the  moil  inconvenient  of  his  infir- 
mities,— the  moft  painful  and  difcour- 
teous  to  fociety,  yet,  by  a  fad  fatality, 
fo  it  is,  that  there  are  few  vices,  ex- 
cept fuch  whofe  temptations  are  im- 
mediately feated  in  our  natures,  to 
which  there  is  fo  general  a  propenfity 
throughout  the  whole  race. 

This  had  led  fome  fatirical  pens  to 
write,  That  all  mankind  at  the  bottom 

were  proud  alike  ; that  one  man 

differed  from  another,  not  fo  much  in 
the  different  portions  which  he  poffef- 
fed  of  it,  as  in  the  different  art  and 
addrefs  by  which  he  excels  in  the  ma- 
nagement and  dilguife  of  it  to  the 
G  2  world : 
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world :  we  trample,  no  doubt  too 
often,  upon  the  pride  of  Plato's  man- 
tle, with  as  great  a  pride  of  our  own  ; 
yet  on  the  whole  the  remark  has  more 
fpleen  than  truth  in  it ;  there  being 
thoufands,  (if  any  evidence  is  to  be 
allowed)  of  the  moil  unaffected  hu- 
mility, and  trueft  poverty  of  fpirit, 
which  actions  can  give  proof  of.  Not- 
withftanding  this,  fo  much  may  be  al- 
lowed to  the  obfervation,  That  Pride 
is  a  vice  which  grows  up  in  fociety 

fo  infenfibly; fteals  in  unobferved 

upon  the  heart  upon  fo  many  occa- 
iions  ; — forms  itfelf  upon  fuch  ftrange 
pretenfions,  and  when  it  has  done, 
veils  itfelf  under  fuch  a  variety  of 
tmfuipecled  appearances, — fometimes 
«ven  under  that  of  Humility  itfelf ;— in 

all 
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all  which  cafes,  Self-love,  like  a  falfe 
friend,  inflead  of  checking,  moft 

treacheroufly  feeds  this  humour, 

points  out  fome  excellence  in  every 
foul  to  make  him  vain,  and  think  more 
highly  of  himfelf,  than  he  ought  to 

think  ; that,  upon  the  whole,  there 

is  no  one  weaknefs  into  which  the 
heart  of  man  is  more  eafily  betray'd, 

or  which  requires  greater  helps 

of  good  fenfe  and  good  principles  to 
guard  againft. 

And  firfr,  the  root  from  which  it 
fprings,  is  no  inconfiderable  difcredit 
to  the  fruit. 

If  you  look  into  the   beft  moral 

writers,  who  have  taken  pains  to  fearch 

G  into 
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into  the  grounds  of  this  paflion, 

they  will  tell  you,  That  Pride  is  the 
vice  of  little  and  contracted  fouls ; — 
that  whatever  affectation  of  greatnefs 
it  generally  wears  and  carries  in  the 
looks,  there  is  always  meannefs  in 

the  heart  of  it: a   haughty  and 

an  abject  temper,  I  believe,  are  much 
nearer  a-kin  than  they  will  acknow- 
ledge ; like  poor  relations,  they 

look  a  little  fhy  at  Give  another  at  firft 
fight,  but  trace  back  their  pedigree, 
they  are  but  collateral  branches  from 
the  fame  ftem  ;  and  there  is  icarce  any 
one  who  has  not  feen  many  fuch  in- 
llances  of  it,  as  one  of  our  poets  al- 
ludes to,  in  that  admirable  ftroke  he 
lias  given  of  this  affinity,  in  his  de- 
fcription  of  a  Pride  which  licks  the  dufl. 

As 


SERMON   IX.  87 

As  it  has  meannefs  at  the  bottom  of 
it, — Ib  it  is  juilly  charged  with  having 
weaknefs  there  too,  of  which  it  gives 
the  firongeft  proof,  in  regard  to  the 
chief  end  it  has  in  view,  and  the  ab- 
furd  means  it  takes  to  bring  it  about. 

Confider  a   moment, -What  is 

it  the  proud  man  aims  at  ? Why, 

— fuch  a  meafure  of  refpeft  and  de- 
ference, as  is  due  to  his  fuperior  me- 
rit, &ff.  &C. 

Now,  good  fenfe  and  a  knowledge 
of  the  world  fhew  us,  that  how  much 
foever  of  thefe  are  due  to  a  man,  al- 
lowing he  has  made  a  right  calcula- 
tion,— they  are  ftill  dues  of  fuch  a 
nature,  that  they  are  not  to  be  infifted 
G  4  upon  : 
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upon  :  Honour  and  Refpect  muft  be 
a  Free-will  offering :  treat  them  other- 
wife,  and  claim  them  from  the  world 
as  a  tax, they  are  fure  to  be  with- 
held; the  firft  difcovery  of  fuch  an 
expectation  difappoints  it,  and  preju- 
dices your  title  to  it  for  ever. 

To  this  fpeculative  argument  of  its 
wcaknefs,  it  has  generally  the  ill  fate 
to  add  another  of  a  more  fubftantial. 
nature,  which  is  matter  of  fact ;  that 
to  turn  giddy  upon  every  little  exalta- 
tion, is  experienced  to  be  no  lefs  a 
mark  of  a  weak  brain  in  the  .figura- 
tive, than  it  is  in  the  literal  ienfe  of 

the  expreffion in  fcber  truth,  'tis 

but  a  fcurvy  kind  of  a  trick  (qucties 
ii  Fcrtuna  jccari)— -when  Fortune 

in 
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in  one  of  her  merry  moods,  takes  a 
poor  devil  with  this  paffion  in  his  head, 
and  mounts  him  up  all  at  once  as  high 

as  Ihe  can  get  him for  it  is  fure 

to  make  him  play  fuch  phantaftick 
tricks,  as  to  become  the  very  fool  of 
the  comedy  •,  and  was  he  not  a  ge- 
neral benefactor  to  the  world  in  ma- 
king it  merry,  I  know  not  how  Spleen 
could  be  pacified  during  the  reprefen- 
tation. 

A  third  argument  againft  Pride  is 
the  natural  connection  it  has  with  vices 
of  an  unfocial  afpect :  the  Scripture 

feldom  introduces  it  alone Anger, 

or  Strife,  or  Revenge,  or  fome  inimi- 
cal paflion,  is  ever  upon  the  ftage 
with  it  j  the  proofs  and  reafons  of 

which 
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which  I  have  not  time  to  enlarge  on, 
and  therefore  fhall  fay  no  more  upon 

this  argument  than  this, that  was 

there  no  other, yet  the  bad  com- 
pany this  vice  is  generally  found  in, 
would  be  fuflicient  by  itfelf  to  engage 
a  man  to  avoid  it. 

Thus  much  for  the  moral  confider- 
ations  upon  this  fubject ,  a  great  part 
of  which,  as  they  illuftrate  chiefly  the 
inconveniencies  of  Pride  in  a  focial 
light,  may  feem  to  have  a  greater 
tendency  to  make  men  guard  the  ap- 
pearances of  it,  than  conquer  the  paf- 
fion  itfelf,  and  root  it  out  of  their  na- 
ture :  to  do  this  effectually,  we  muft 
add  the  arguments  of  religion,  without 
•which,  the  beft  moral  difcourfe  may 

prove 
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prove  little  better  than  a  cold  political 
lecture,  taught  merely  to  govern  the 
pafilon  fo,  as  not  to  be  injurious  to  a 
man's  prefent  intereft  or  quiet ;  all 
which  a  man  may  learn  to  practife 
well  enough,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time 
be  a  perfect  ftranger  to  the  bed  part 
of  humility,  which  implies  not  a  con- 
cealment of  Pride,  but  an  abfolute 
conqiieft  over  the  firft  filings  of  it 
which  are  felt  in  the  heart  of  man. 

And,  firft,  one  of  the  mofl  perfua- 
five  arguments  which  religion  offers  to 
this  end,  is  that  which  arifes  from  the 
ftate  and  condition  of  ourfelves,  both 
as  to  our  natural  and  moral  imperfec- 
tions. It  is  impoffible  to  reflect  a  mo- 
ment upon  this  hint,  but  with  a  heart 

full 
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full  of  the  humble  exclamation,    0 

God!  what  is  man  ! even  a  thing 

of  nought a  poor,    infirm,   mifer- 

able,  fhort-lived  creature,  that  paffes 
away  like  a  fhadow,  and  is  haftening 
off  the  ftage  where  the  theatrical  titles 
and  diftinctions,  and  the  whole  mafk 
of  Pride  which  he  has  worn  for  a  day 
will  fall  off,  and  leave  him  naked  as  a 
neglected  Have.  Send  forth  your  ima- 
gination, I  befeech  you,  to  view  the 
laft  fcenc  of  the  greateft  and  proudeft 
who  ever  awed  and  governed  the 
world — fee  the  empty  vapour  difap- 
pearing  !  one  of  the  arrows  of  morta- 
lity this  moment  flicks  faft  within 
him  :  fee — it  forces  out  his  life,  and 
freezes  his  blood  and  fpirits. 

—Approach 
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Approach  his  bed  of  ftate 

lift  up  the  curtain regard  a  mo- 
ment with  filence 

are  thefe  cold  hands  and  pale 

lips,  all  that  is  left  of  him  who  was 
canoniz'd  by  his  own  pride,  or  made 
a  god  of,  by  his  flatterers  ? 

O  my  foul !  with  what  dreams  haft 
thou  been  bewitched  ?  how  haft  thou 
been  deluded  by  the  objects  thou  haft 
fo  eagerly  grafped  at  ? 

If  this  reflection  from  the  natural 
imperfection  of  man,  which  he  cannot 
remedy,  does  neverthelefs  ftrike  a 
damp  upon  human  Pride,  much  more 
muft  the  confiderations  do  fo,  which 
i  arife 
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arile  from  the  wilful  depravations  of 
his  nature. 

Survey  yourfelves,  my  dear  Chrif- 
tians,  a  few  moments  in  this  light — 
behold  a  difobedient,  ungrateful,  in- 
tractable and  diforderly  fet  of  crea- 
tures, going  wrong  feven  times  in  a 

day, acting  fometimes  every  hour 

of  it  againft  your  own  convictions 

your  own  interefts,  and  the  intentions 
of  your  GOD,  who  wills  and  propofes 
nothing  but  your  happinefs  and  prof- 

perity what  reafon  does  this  view 

furnifh  you  for  Pride  ?  how  many 
does  it  fugged  to  mortify  and  make 

you  afhamed  ? well  might  the  fon 

of  Syrach  fay  in  that  farcaftical  remark 

of  his  upon  it,  T'bat  PRIDE  ivas  not 

5  mads 
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made  for  man for  fome  purpofes, 

and  for  fome  particular  beings,  the 

pafllon  might  have  been  fhaped 

but  not  for  him -fancy  it  where 

you  will,  'tis  no  where  fo  improper — 
'tis  in  no  creature  fo  unbecoming — 

But  why  fo  cold  an  alfent  to 

fo  incontefted   a  truth? Perhaps 

thou  halt  reafons  to  be  proud: for 

heaven's  fake,  let  us  hear  them 

Thou  haft  the  advantages  of  birth  and 

title  to  boaft  of or  thou  ftandeft 

in  the  funfhine  of  court  favour or 

thou  haft  a  large  fortune or  great 

talents or  much  learning — or  na- 
ture has  beftowed  her  graces  upon  thy 
perfon— fpeak — on  which  of  thefe 
foundations  haft  thou  raifed  this  fan- 
ciful 
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ciful  ftrufture  ? Let  us  examine 

them. 

Thou  art  well  born  •, then  truft 

me,  'twill  pollute  no  one  drop  of  thy 
blood  to  be  humble :  humility  calls  no 

man  down  from  his  rank, diverts 

not  princes  of  their  titles  j  .it  is  in  life 
what  the  clear -obf cure  is  in  painting; 
it  makes  the  hero  ftep  forth  in  the 
canvas,  and  detaches  his  figure  from 
the  group  in  which  he  would  other- 
wife  ftand  confounded  for  ever. 

If  thou  art  rich then  (hew  the 

greatnefs  of  thy  fortune or  what 

is  better,  the  greatnefs  of  thy  foul  in 
the  meeknefs  of  thy  converfation;  con- 

tlefcend  to  men  of  low  eftate, fup- 

port 
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port  the  diftrefied,  and  patronize  .the 
neglected. — — Be  great ;  but  let  it  be 
in  confidering  riches  as  they  are;  as 
talents  committed  to  an  earthen  vej/el — 
That  thou  art  but  the  receiver, — and 
that  to  be  obliged  and  be  vain  too, — > 
is  but  the  old  folecifm  of  pride  and 
beggary,  which,  tho'  they  often  .meet, 

yet  ever  make  but  an  abfurd  fo- 

ciety. 

•  •  :#• 

If  thou  art  powerful  in  intereft,  and 
ftandeth  deified  by  a  fervile  tribe  of 

dependents, why  moulded  thou  be 

proud, becaufe  they  are  hungry  ? 

— Scourge  me  fuch  fycophants;  they 
have  turned  the  heads  of  thoufands  as 
well  as  thine. 

VOL.  IV.  H  —But 
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-  But  'tis  thy  own  dexterity  and 
ilrength  which  have  gained  thte  this 
eminence  :  -  allow  it  ;  but  -art  thou 
proud,  that  thou  ftandeft  in  a  place 
where  thou  art  the  mark  of  one  man's 
envy,  another  man's  malice,  or  a  third 
man's  revenge,  -  where  good  men 
may  be  ready  to  fufped  thec,  and 
whence  bad  men  will  be  ready  to  pull 
'thee  down.  I  would  be  proud  of  no- 
thing that  is  uncertain  :  Haman  was 
ip,  becaufe  he  was  admitted  alone  to 
queen  Eft  her's  banquet;  and  the  dif- 
railed  him,  -  but  it  was  ftfty 


cubits  higher  than  he  ever  dream'd  or 
thoueht  of. 


Let  us  pafs  on  to  the  pretences  of 
learning,  &c.  &c.     If  thou  haft  a  lit- 
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tie,  thou  wilt  be  proud  of  it  in  courfe  : 
if  thou  haft  much,  and  good  lenfe 
along  with  it,  there  will  be  no  reaion 
to  difpute  againit  the  paflion  :  a  beg- 
garly parade  of  remnants  is  but  a  forry 

objeft  of  Pride  at  the  beftj but 

more  fo,  when  we  can  cry  out  upon 
it,  as  the  poor  man  did  of  his  hatchet, 

*  Alas  !    Maftery for  it  was 

borrowed. 

It  is  treafon  to  fay  the  fame  of  Beau- 
ty,  whatever  we  do  of  the  arts  and 

ornaments  with  which  Pride  is  wont 
to  let  it  off:  the  weakeft  minds  are 
j/.ioft  caught  with  both  ;  being  ever 
glad  to  win  attention  and  credit  from 

*  2  Kings,  vi.  7. 

H  2  fmall 
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imall  and  (lender  accidents,  thro'  dif- 
ability  of  purcjiafing  them  by  better- 
means.  In  truth,  Beauty  has.^fo 
many  charms,  one  knows  not  how  to 
fpeak  againft  it ;  and  when  it  happens 
that  a  graceful  figure  is  the  habitation 
of  a  virtuous  foul, — when  the  beauty 
of  the  face  fpeaks  out  the  modefty  and 
humility  of  the  mind,  and  the  juflnefs 
of  the  proportion  raifes  our  thoughts 
up  to  the  art  and  wifdom  of  the  great 
Creator, — ibmething  may  be  allowed 

it, and  Ibmething  to  the  embel- 

Hmments  which  fet  it  off; — and  yet, 

when  the  whole  apology  is  read, it 

will  be  found  at  laft,  that  Beauty,  like 
Truth,  never  is  Ib  glorious  as  when  it 
goes  the  plained. 

Srna- 
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Simplicity  is  the  great  friend  to  na- 
ture, and  if  I  would  be  proud  of  any- 
thing in  this  filly  world,  it  fhould  be 
of  this  honed  alliance. 

Confider  what  has  been  faid  ;  and 
may  the  GOD  of  all  mercies  and  kind- 
nefs  watch  over  your  paflions,  and  in- 
fplre  you  with  all  humblenefs  of  mind, 
meeknefS)  patience,  and  long  fuffering.— 
Amen. 


H 
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Learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly 
in  heart ;  and  ye  Jball  find  reft  unto 
your  fouls. 

THE  great  bufmefs  of  man,  is 
the  regulation  of  his  fpirit ;  the 
pofiefiion  of  fuch  a  frame  and  temper 
of  mind,  as  will  lead  us  peaceably 
through  this  world,  and  in  the  many 
weary  llages  of  it,  afford  us,  what  we 
mall  be  fure  to  ftand  in  need  of,- — » 
Reft  unto  our  fouls.—-—- 

—Reft 
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Reft  unto  our  fouls  ! 'tis 

all  we  want — the  end  of  all  our  wimcs 
#nd"  purfuits :  give  us  a  profpect  of 
this,  we  take  the  wings  of  the  rrforn- 
iflg,  and  fly  to  the  uttcrmoft  parts  of 
the  earth  to  have  it  in  pofiHTion  :  we 
•leek  for  it  in  titles,  in  riches  and  plea- 
fures, — climb  up  after  it  by  ambition^ 
come  down  again  and  (loop  for 

it  by  avarice, try  all  extremes ; 

flill  we  are  gone  out  of  the  way,  nor 
is  it,  till  after  many  miferable  expe- 
riments, that  we  are  convinced  at  laft, 
we  have  been  feeking  every  where  for 
it,  but  where  there  was  a  profpect  of 
Jinding  it  ;  and  that  is,  within  our- 
felves,  in  a  meek  and  lowly  dilpofition 
of  heart.  This,  and  this  only,  will 

give  us  reft  unto  our  fouls: reft, 

from. 
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from  thofe  turbulent  and  haughty  paf- 

fions  which  diflurb  our  quiet: 

reft,  from  the  provocations  and  dif- 
appointments  of  the  world,  and  a 
train  of  untold  evils  too  long  to  be  re- 
counted, againfl  all  which  this  frame 
and  preparation  of  mind  is  the  beft 
protection. 

I  beg  you  will  go  along  with  me  in 
this  argument.  Confrder  how  great 
a  lhare  of  the  uneafmeffes  which  take 
up  and  torment  our  thoughts,  owe 
their  rife  to  nothing  elfe,  but  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  mind  which  are  oppofite 
to  this  character. 

With  regard  to  the  provocations 
«and  offences,  which  are  unavoidably 

hap- 
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happening  to  a  man  in  his  commerce 

with  the  world, take  it  as  a  rule, 

as  a1  man's  pride  is, fo  is  al- 
ways his  difpleafure  -, as  the  opi- 
nion of  himfelf  rifes, fo  does-  the 

injury, fo  does  his  refentment :  'tis 

this  which  gives  edge  and  force  to  the 
inftrument  which  has  ftruck  him, 
and  excites  that  heat  in  the  wound, 
which  renders  it  incurable. 

See  how  different  the  cafe  is,  with 
the  humble  man  :  one  half  of  thefe 
painful  conflicts  he  actually  efcapes ; 
the  other  part  fall  lightly  on  him : — 
he  provokes  no  man  by  contempt; 
thruils  himfelf  forward  as  the  mark  of 
no  man's  envy-,  fo  that  he  cuts  off 
the  firft  fretful  occafions  of  the  greateft 

part 
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part  of  thefe  evils-,  and  for  thofe  in 
which  the  pafiions  of  others  would  in- 
volve him,  like  the  humble  flirub  in 
the  valley,  gently  gives  way,  and 
fcarce  feels  the  injury  of  thofe  ftormy 
encounters  whl'.h  rend  the  proud  ce- 
dar, and  tear  it  up  by  its  roots. 

I"  you  confider  it,  with  regard  to 
the  many  tiifappointments  of  this  life, 
which  arife  from  the  hopes  of  bettering 
our  condition,  and  advancing  in  the 
world, — the  reafoning  is  the  fame. 

What  we  expect is  ever  in  pro- 
portion to  the  eftimate  made  of  our- 
felves ;  when  pride  and  felf-love  have 
brought  us  in  their  account  of  this 

matter, we  find,  that  we  are  wor- 

4  thy 
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thy  of  all  honours — fit  ior  all  places 
and  employments: as  our  expec- 
tations rile  and  multiply,  fo  muft  our 
difappointments  with  them  j  and  there 
needs  nothing  more,  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  our  unhappinefs,  and  both 
to  make  and  keep  us  miferable.  And 
in  truth  there  is  nothing  fo  common 
in  life,  as  to  fee  thoufands,  whom  you 
would  fay,  had  all  the  reafon  in  the 
world  to  be  at  relt,  fo  torn  up  axd 
difquieted  with  forrows  of  this  clais, 
and  fo  inceflantly  tortured  with  the 
difappointments  which  their  pride  and 
paflions  have  created  for  them,  that 
tho'  they  appear  to  have  all  the  ingre- 
dients of  happinefs  in  their  hands, 

they  can  neither  compound  or  ufe 
them: — How  fhould  they?  the  goad 

is 
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is  ever  in  their  fides,  and  fo  hurries 
them  on  from  one  expectation  to  an- 
other, as  to  leave  them  no  reft  day  or 
night. 

Humility  therefore,  recommends 
itfelf  as  a  fecurity  againft  thefe  heart- 
aches, which  tho*  ridiculous  fometimes 
in  the  eye  of  the  beholder,  yet  are  fe- 
rious  enough  to  the  man  who  fuffers 
them  •,  and  I  believe  would  make  no 
inconfiderable  account  in  a  true  cata- 
logue of  the  difquietudes  of  mortal 
man  :  againft  thefe,  I  fay,  Humility 
is  the  beft  defence.. 

He  that  is  little  in  his  own  eyes, 
is  little  too  in  his  defires,  and  confe- 
quently  moderate  in  his  purfuit  of 

them; 
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them  :  like  another  man,  he  may  fail 
in  his  attempts  and  lofe  the  point  he 

aimed  at, but  that  is  all, he 

lofes  not  himfelf, he  lofes  not  his 

happinefs  and  peace  of  mind  with  it, 
— even  the  contentions  of  the  humble 

man  are  mild  and  placid. Blefled 

character !  when  fuch  a  one  is  thruft 
back,  who  does  not  pity  him  ? — when 
he  falls,  who  would  not  ftretch  out  a 
hand  to  raife  him  up  ? 

And  here,  I  cannot  help  flopping 
in  trie  midft  of  this  argument,  to  make 
a  fhort  obfervation,  which  is  this. 
When  we  reflect  upon  the  character 

of  Humility, we  are  apt  to  think 

it  ftands  the  mod  naked  and  defence- 
leis  of  all  virtues  whatever,- — the 

lead 
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leaft  able  to  fupport  its  claims  againfl 
the  iniblent  antagonift  who  feems 
ready  to  bear  him  down,  and  all  op- 
pofition  which  fuch  a  temper  can 
make. 

Now,  if  we  confider  him  as  {land- 
ing alorre, — no  doubt,  in  fuch  a  cafe 
he  will  be  overpowered  and  trampled 

upon  by  his  oppofer-, but  if  we 

confider  the  meek  and  lowly  man,  as 
he  is — fenced  and  guarded  by  the  love, 
the  friendlhip  and  wifhes  of  all  man- 
kind,  that  the  other  ftands  alone, 

hated,  difcountenanced,  without  one 
true  friend  or  hearty  well-wimer  on 

his  fide-, when  this  is  balanced* 

we  mall  have  reaibn  to  change  our 

O 

opinion,  and  be  convinced  that  the 
VOL,  IV.  I  humble 
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humble  man,  ftrengthencd  with  fuch 
an  alliance,  is  far  from  being  fo  over- 
matched as  at  firft  fight  he  may  appear  ; 
— nay  I  believe  one  might  venture  to 
go  further  and  engage  for  it,  that  in  all 
fuch  cafes,  where  real  fortitude  and 
true  pcrfonal  courage  were  wanted,  he 
is  much  more  likely  to  give  proof  o£ 
it,  and  I  would  fooner  look  for  it  in 
fuch  a  temper  than  in  that  of  his  ad- 
verfary.  Pride  may  make  a  man  vio- 

lent, but  Humility  will  make  him 

firm  : and  which  of  the  two,  do 

you  think,  likely  to  come  off  with 

honour? he,  who  acts  from    the 

changeable  impulfe  of  heated  blood,, 
and  follows  the  uncertain  motions  of 

his  pride  and   fury, or  the  man 

who  ftands  cool  and  collected  in  him-: 

felf.; 
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felf;  who  governs  his  refentments,  in- 
ftead  of  being  governed  by  them,  and 
on  every  occafion  acts  upon  the  fteady 
motives  of  principle  and  duty. 

But  this  by  the  way; though  in 

truth  it  falls  in  with  the  main  argu- 
ment ;  for  if  the  obfervation  is  juft, 
andKuin.'ity  has  the  advantages  where' 
we  fhoulci  leaft  expect  them,  the  argu- 
ment rifes  higher  in  behalf  of  thofe 
which  are  more  apparently  on  its  fide. 

In  all  which,  if  the  humble  man 

finds,    what    the    proud    man    mull' 

never  hope  for  in  this  world, thai 

is,  reft  to  his  foul r, fb  does  he  like- 

wife  meet  with  it  from  the  influence 

firch  a  temper  has  upon  his  condition 

under   the  evils'  of  his  life,  not   as 

1.2  charge- 
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chargeable  upon  the  vices  of  men,  hue 
as  the  portion  of  his  inheritance  by 
the  appointment  of  GOD.  For  if,  as 
Job  fays,  we  are  born  to  trouble  as 
the  fparks  fly  upwards,  furely  it  is  he 
who  thinks  the  greateft  of  thefe  trou- 
bles below  his  fins, — and  the  fmalleft 
favours  above  his  merit,  that  is  likely 
to  fuffer  the  leaft  from  the  one,  and 
enjoy  the  moft  from  the  other  :  'tis  he 
•who  pofiefles  his  foul  in  meeknefs,  and 
keeps  it  fubjected  to  all  the  ilfues  of 
fortune,  that  is  the  fartheft  out  of  their 

reach. No. He  blames  not  the 

fun,  though  it  does  not  ripen  his  vine, 
nor  binders  at  ithe  winds,  though  they 
bring  him  no  profit. if  the  foun- 
tain of  the  humble  man  rifes  not  as 

high  as  he  could  wifli he  thinks 

how- 
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however,  that  it  rifes  as  high  as  it 
ought,  and  as  the  lav/s  of  nature  ftill 
do  their  duty,  that  he  has  no  caufe  to 
complain  againft  them. 

If  difappointed  of  riches — he  knows 
the  providence  of  GOD  is  not  his  deb- 
tor j  that  though  he  has  received  lefs 
than  others,  yet  as  he  thinks  himfelf 
lefs  than  the  leaft,  he  has  reafon  to  be 
thankful. 

If  the  world  goes  untoward  with 
the  humble  man,  in  other  refpecls, — 
he  knows  a  truth  which  the  proud 
man  does  never  acknowledge,  and  that 
is,  that  the  world  was  not  made  for 
him  ;  and  therefore  how  little  mare 
foever  he  has  of  its  advantages,  he  fees 
I  3  an 
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an  argument  of  content,  in  reflecting 
how  little  it  is,  that  a  compound  of 
fin,  of  ignorance,  and  frailty,  has 
grounds  to  expect. 

A  foul  thus  turned  and  refigned,  is 
carried  fmoothly  down  the  flream  of 
providence  •,  no  temptations  in  his  paf- 

fage  difquiet  him  with  defire, no 

dangers  alarm  him  with  fear  :  though 
open  to  all  the  changes  and  chances 

of  others, yet  by  feeing  the  juftice 

of  what  happens, — and  humbly  giv- 
ing way  to  the  blow, though  he  is 

fmitten,  he  is  not  fmitten  like  other 
men,  or  feds  the  fmart  which  they  do. 

Thus  much  for  the  doctrine  of  Hu- 
•mility;  let  us  now  look  towards  the 
example  of  it. 

Jt 
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It  is  oblerved  by  feme  one,  that  as 
pride  was  the  pafilon  through  which  fin 
and  mifery  entered  into  the  world,  and 
gave  our  enemy  the  triumph  of  ruin- 
ing our  nature,  that  therefore  the  Son 
of  GOD,  who  came  to  feek  and  to  fave 
that  which  was  loft,  when  he  entered 
upon  the  work  of  our  reftoration,  he 
began  at  the  very  point  where  he  knew 
we  had  failed ;  and  this  he  did,  by 
endeavouring  to  bring  the  foul  of  man 
back  to  its  original  temper  of  Humi- 
lity :  fo  that  his  firfl  publick  addrefs 
from  the  Mount  began  with  a  decla- 
ration of  blefiednefs  to  the  poor  in  fpi- 

rir, and  almoft  his  laft  exhortation 

in  the  text,  was  to  copy  the  fair  ori- 
.ginal  he  had  fet  them  of  this  virtue, 

J  4  r,r/: 


120         SERMON    X. 

and  to  learn  of  him  to  be  meek 
in  bcart. 


It  is  the  moft  unanfwerable  appeal 

that  can  be  made  to  the  heart  of  man, 

-  and  fo  perfuafive  and  accommo- 

dated to  all  C.hriltians,  that  as  much 

pride  as  there  is  ft  ill  in  the  world,  it 

is  not  credible  but  that  every  believer 

muft  receive  fome  tincture  of  the  cha- 

:er  or  bias  towards  it  from  the  ex- 

.:ple  of  fo  great,  and  yet  fo  humble 

a.  Mafter,  whofe  whole  courfe  of  life 

was  a  particular  lecture  to  this  one 

virtue  -,    and  in  every  inftance  of  it 

.Ihewed,  that  he  came  not  to  fhare  the 

pride  and  glories  of  life,  or  fwell  the 

hopes  ef  ambitious  followers,   but  to 

caft 
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caft  a  damp  upon  them  for  ever,  by 
appearing  himfelf  rather  as  a  fervant 
than  a  matter, coming,  as  he  con- 
tinually declared,  not  to  be  miniftred 
unto,  but  to  miniiler;  and  as  the  Pro- 
phet had  foretold  in  that  mournful  de- 

fcription  of  him, to  have  no  form, 

or  comelinefs,  nor  any  beauty  that  they 
mould  defire  him.  The  voluntary 

meannefs  of  his  birth, the  poverty 

of  his  life, the  low  offices  in  which 

it  was  engaged,  in  preaching  the  Gof- 
pel  to  the  poor, — the  inconveniences 
which  attended  the  execution  of  it,  in 

having  no  where  to  lay  his  head, 

all  fpoke  the  fame  language ; that 

fhe  GOD  of  truth  mould  fubmit  to  the 
iufpicion  of  an  impofture  : — hia  hum- 
ble deportment  under  that,  and  a  thou- 

fand 
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-fand  provocations  of  a  thanklefs  peo- 
.ple,  ftill  raifes  this  character  higher ; — 
and  what  exalts  it  to  its  higheft  pitch, 

• the  tender  and  pathetick  proof  he 

gave  of  the  fame  difpofition  at  the  con- 
clufion  and  great  cataftrophe  of  his 
fuffering, — when  a  life  full  of  fo  many 
inftances  of  humility  was  crowned  with 
the  moil  endearing  one  of  humbling  him- 

f elf  even  to  the  death  of  the  crofs  ; • 

the  death  of  a  Have, a  malefactor, 

drag'd   to  Calvary  without   op- 

pofition infulted     without     com- 
plaint.  

— Bleflcd  JESUS  !  how  can  the  man 
-who  calls  upon  thy  name,  but  learn  of 
•thee  to  be  meek  and  lowly  in  heart  ? 

how  can  he  but  profit  when  iuu'i 

,n  lef- 
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/a  lefibn  was  feconded — by  fuch  an  ex- 
ample ? 

If  Humility  fliines  fo  bright  in  the 

character  of  CHRIST,  fo  does  it  in  that 

;of  his  religion;  the  true  fpirit  of  which 

tends  all  the  fame  way. — Chriftianity, 

when  rightly  explained  and  pradlifed, 

is  all  meeknefs  and  candour,  and  love 

and  courtefy :  and  there  is  no  one  paf- 

•  lion  our  SAVIOUR  rebukes  fo  often,  or 

with  fo  much  marpnefs,  as  that  one, 

which  is  fubverfive  of  thefe  kind  ef- 

•fefts, and  that  is  pride,  which  in 

proportion  as  it  governs  us,  necefla- 
rily  leads  us  on  to  a  difcourteous  opi- 
-nion  and  treatment  of  others.'        I  fay 
n/y,— becaufe  'tis   a  natural 

.confe- 
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confequence,   and  the  progrefs  from 
the  one  to  the  other  is  unavoidable. 

This  our  SAVIOUR  often  remarks  in 

the  character  of  the  Pharifees : . 

they  trufted  in  themfelves, 'twas 

no  wonder  then  they  defpifed  others. 

This,  I  believe,  might  principally 
relate  to  fpiritual  pride,  which  by  the 
way,  is  the  word  of  all  prides  -,  and  as 
it  is  a  very  bad  fpecies  of  a  very  bad 
paflion,  I  cannot  do  better  than  con- 
clude the  difcourfe  with  fome  remarks 
upon  it. 

In  moft  conceits  of  a  religious  fu- 
periority,  there  has  ufually  gone  hand 

in 
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in  hand  with  it,  another  fancy, 

which 1  fuppofe  has  fed  it  •, 

and  that  is,  a  perfuafion  of  fome  more 
than  ordinary  aids  and  illuminations 

from  above. Let  us  examine  this 

matter. 

That  the  influence  and  afilftance  of 
GOD'S  fpirit  in  a  way  imperceptible  to 
us,  does  enable  us  to  render  him  an 
acceptable  fervice,we  learn  from  fcrip- 
ture — In  what  particular  manner  this 
is  effeded,  fo  that  the  ad  mail  ftill 

be  imputed  ours the  fcripture  fays 

not :  we  know  only  the  account  is  fo ; 
but  as  for  any  fenfible  demonftrations 
of  its  workings  to  be  felt  as  fuch 
within  us the  word  of  GOD  is  ut- 
terly (ilent ;  nor  can  that,  filence  be, 

fup? 
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fupplied  by  any  experience. We 

have  none ;  unlefs  you  call  the  falfe 
pretences  to  it  fuch,— —  fuggefted  by 
an  enthiifiaftic  or  diftempered  fancy. 
As  exprefoly  as  we  are  told  and  pray 
'for  the  infpiration  o.  GOD'S  fpirit, — 
there  are  no  boundan .•:  fixed,  nor  can 
any  be  ever  marked  to  diftinguifti 
them  from  the  efforts  and  determina- 
tions of  our  own  reafcn  :  and  as 
firmly  as  moft  Chriftians  believe  the 
effects  of  them  upon  their  hearts,  I 
may  venture  to  affirm,  that  fince  the 
promifes  were  made,  there  never  was, 
a  Chriftian  of  a  cool  head  and  found 
judgment,  that,  in  any  inftance  of  a 
change  of  life,  would  prefnme  to  fay, 
which  part  of  his  reformation  was 

owing  to  divine  help, or  which  to- 

the 
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the  operations  of  his  own  mind  ;  or 
who,  upon  looking  back,  would  pre- 
tend to  ftrike  the  line,  and  fay,  "  here 
"  it  was  that  my  own  reflections 

"  ended  ;" and  at  this  point  the. 

fuggeftions  of  the  fpirit  of  GOD  began 
to  take  place. 

However  backwards  the  world  has- 
been  in  former  ages  in  the  difcovery- 
of  fuch  points  as  GOD  never  meant  us 

to  know, we  have  been  more  fuc- 

cefsful  in  our  own  days: — - — thou- 
fands  can  trace  out  now  the  impref- 
fions  of  this  divine  intercourfe  in  them- 
felves,  from  the  firft  moment  they 
received  it,  and  with  fuch  diftinct* 
intelligence  of  its  progrefs  and  workr 

ings,; 
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ings,  as  to  require  no  evidence  of  its 
truth. 


It  muft  be  owned,  that  the  prefent 
age  has  not  altogether  the  honour  of 
this  difcoveryj — there  were  too  many 
grounds  given  ro  improve  on  in  the 
religious  cant  of  the  laft  century  ; — 
when  the  in-comings,  in- diaj  filings^  and 
out-let  tings  of  the  Spirit,  were  the 
fubjects  of  fo  much  edification  ;  and, 
when,  as  they  do  now,  the  mod  illi- 
terate mechanicks,  who,  as  a  witty  di- 
vine faid  of  them,  were  much  fitter 
to  make  a  pulpit,  than  get  into  one, — • 
were  yet  able  fo  to  frame  their  non- 
fenfe  to  the  nonfenfe  of  the  times,  as 
to  beget  an  opinion  in  their  followers, 
....  7  not 
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not  only  that  they  pray'd  and  preach'd 
by  infpiration,  but  that  the  moil  com- 
mon actions  of  their  lives  were  fet 
about  in  the  Spirit  of  the  LORD. 

The  tenets  of  the  quakers  (a  harm- 
lefs  quiet  people)  are  collateral  de- 
fcendents  from  the  fame  enthufiaftic 
original ;  and  their  accounts  and  way 
of  reafoning  upon  their  inward  light 
and  fpiritual  worfliip,  are  much  the 
fame  •,  which  laft  they  carry  thus  much 
further,  as  to  believe  the  Holy  Ghoft 
comes  down  upon  their  aflemblies,  and 
moves  them,  without  regard  to  condi- 
tion or  fex,  to  make  intercefllons  with 
unutterable  groans. 

So  that,  in  faft,  the  opinions  of  me- 

thodifts,  upon  which  I  was  firfl  enter- 

VOL.  IV.  K  incr. 
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ing,  is  but  a  republication  with  fome 
alterations  of  the  fame  extravagant 
conceits ;  and  as  enthufiafm  generally 
fpeaks  the  fame  language  in  all  ages, 
'tis  but  too  fadly  verified  in  this  j  for 
tho1  we  have  not  yet  got  to  the  old 
terms  of  the  in-comings  and  in-dwel- 

Ijngs  of  the  fpirit, yet  we   have 

arrived  to  the  firft  feelings  of  its  enter- 
ance,  recorded  with  as  particular  an 

exaclnefs,  as  an  act  of  filiation, 

fo  that  numbers  will  tell  you  the  iden- 
tical place the  day  of  the  month, 

and  the  hour  of  the  night,  when  the 
ipirit  came  in  upon  them,  and  took 
pofleflion  of  their  hearts. 

Now  there  is  this  inconvenience  on 
our  fide,  That  there  is  no  arguing 

with. 
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with  a  frenzy  of  this  kind ;  for  un- 
lefs  a  reprefcntation  of  the  cafe  be  a 
confutation  of  its  folly  to  them,  they 
muft  for  ever  be  led  captive  by  a  de- 
lufion,  from  which  no  reafoner  can  re- 
deem them  :  for  if  you  fhould  enquire 
upon  what  evidence  fo  ftrange  a  per- 

fuafion  is  grounded  ? they  will  tell 

you,  "  They  feel  it  is  fo." If  you 

reply,  That  this  is  no  conviction  to 
you,  who  do  not  feel  it  like  them,  and 
therefore  v/ould  v/ifh  to  be  fatisfied  by 
what  tokens  they  are  able  to  diftin- 
guiih  fuch  emotions  from  thofe  of 
fancy  and  complexion  ?  they  will  an- 
iwer,  That  the  manner  of  it  is  in- 
communicable by  human  language, — 

but 'tis  a  matter  of  fact, they  feel 

its  operations  as  plain  and  diilinfb,  as 
K  2  the 
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..the  natural  fenfations  of  pleafure,  or 
.the  pains  of  a  diforder'd  botiy.-- 
fince  I  have   mention'd   a  diil 
body,  I  cannot  help  i\\_  :<dting,  that 
amongft  the  more  ferious  and  df ;        : 
of  this  feel:,  'tis  much  t  >    be  doubted 
whether  a  diforder'd  bo       lias  not  oft 
times  as  great  a  fnare  in  letting  in  thcfe 
conceits,  as  a  diforder'd  mind. 

When  a  poor  difconfolated  droop- 
ing creature  is  terrified  from  all  enjoy- 
ment,— prays  without  ceafing  till  his 

imagination    is  heated,- fafts  and 

mortifies  and  mopes,  till  his  body  is 
in  as  bad  a  plight  as  h.  r.'ind  •,  i-  it  a 
wonder,  that  the  mechanical  tiiilur- 
banccs  and  ccniiicls  of  an  empty  belly, 
interpieted  by  an  empty  head,  fhould 

be 
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be  rmftook  for  workings  of  a  differ- 
ent kind  from  what  they  are, or 

that  in  fuch  a  fituation,  where  the 
mind  fits  upon  the  watch  for  extraor- 
dinary occurrences,  and  the  imagina- 
tion is  pre-engaged  on  its  fide,  is  it 
flrange  if  every  commotion  fhould 
help  to  fix  him  in  this  malady,  and 
make  him  a  fitter  fubject  for  the  treat- 
ment of  a  Phyfician  than  a  Divine. 

In  many  cafes,  they  feem  fo  much 
above  the  ikill  of  either,  that  unlefs 
GOD  in  his  mercy  rebuke  this  lying 

fpirit,  and  call  it  back, it  may  go 

on  and   perfuade  millions  into  their 
deitruction. — 
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Advantages  of  Chriftiamty  to  the 
World, 
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ProfeJJing  themfel-ves  to  be  wife,  they  fa- 
came  fools. 


is  no  one  projedl  to  which 
the  whole  race  of  mankind  is  fo 
univerfally  a  bubble,  as  to  that  of  being 
thought  Wife  ;  and  the  affectation  of 
it  is  fo  vifible,  in  men  of  all  com- 
plexions, that  you  every  day  fee  fome 
one  or  other  fo  very  folicitous  to 
eftablifh  the  character,  as  not  to  al- 
low himfelf  leifure  to  do  the  things 
which  fairly  win  it  >  —  —  expending 

more 
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more  art  and  flratagem  to  appear  fo 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  than  what 
would  fufnce  to  make  him  fo  in  truth. 

It  is  owing  to  the  force  of  this  de- 
fire,  that  you  fee  in  general,  there  is 
no  injury  touches  a  man  fo  fenfibly, 
as  an  infult  upon  his  parts  and  capa- 
city :  tell  a  man  of  other  defects,  that 
he  wants  learning,  induftry  or  appli- 
cation,  he  will  hear  your  reproof 

with  patience. Nay  you  may  go 

further :  take  him  in  a  proper  ieaibn, 

you  may  tax  his  morals, you  may 

tell  him  he  is  irregular  in  his  conduct, 

paffionate  or   revengeful   in  his 

nature — loofe  in  his  principles  -,— ' — 
deliver   it  with  the  gentleneis  of   a 

friend,- pofiibly    he'll    not    only 

bear 
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bear  with  you, but,  if  ingenuous, 

he  will  thank  you  for  your  lecture,  and 

promiie  a  reformation  ; but  hint, 

hint  but  at  a  defeat  in  his  intel- 

k<5tuals, touch  but  that  fore  place, 

—from  that  moment  you  are  look'd 
upon  as  an  enemy  lent  to  torment  him 
before  his  time,  and  in  return  may 
reckon  upon  his  refentment  and  ill- 
will  for  ever ;  fo  that  in  general  you 
will  find  it  fafer  to  tell  a  man,  he  is 

a  knave  than  a  fool, and  ftand  a 

better  chance  of  being  forgiven,  for 
proving  he  has  been  wanting  in  a 
point  of  common  honefly,  than  a  point 
of  common  fenfe. 

Strange  fouls  that  we  are  !  as  if  to 

O 

live  well  was  not  the  greatcft  argu- 
ment 
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ment  of  Wifdom; and,  as  if  what 

reflected  upon  our  morals,  did  not 
moft  of  all  reflect  upon  our  under- 
ftandings ! 

This,  however,  is  a  reflection  we 
make  a  fhift  to  overlook  in  the  heat 
of  this  purluit;  and  tho'  we  all  covet 
this  great  character  of  Wifdom,  there 
is  fcarce  any  point  wherein  we  betray 
more  folly  than  in  our  judgments  con- 
cerning it ;  rarely  bringing  this  pre- 
cious ore  either  to  the  teft  or  the  ba- 
lance ;  and  tho'  'tis  of  the  laft  confe- 
quence  not  to  be  deceived  in  it, — we 

generally  take  it  upon  truft, fel- 

dom  fufpect  the  quality,  but  never 
the  quantity  of  what  has  fallen  to  our 
lot.  So  that  however  inccnfiilent  a 

man 
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man  {hall  be  in  his  opinions  of  this, 
and  what  abfurd  meafures  foever  he 
takes  in  confequence  of  it,  in  the  con- 
dud  of  his  life, — he  ftill  fpeaks  com- 
fort to  his  foul ;  and  like  Solomon, 
'•when  he  had  leaft  pretence  for  it, — in 
the  midft  of  his  nonfenfe  will  cry  out 

and  fay, -That  all  my  ivifdom  re- 

mainetb  with  me. 

Where  then  is  wifdom  to  be  found  ? 
and  where  is  the  place  of  underfland- 


The  politicians  of  this  world,  pro- 

f effing  themfehes  wife, admit  of  no 

other  claims  of  wifdom  but  the  know- 
ledge of  men  and  bufmefs,  the  under- 
ftanding  the  interefls  of  flates, the 
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intrigues  of  courts. the  finding  out 

the  pafiions  and  weaknefies  of  foreign 

minifters and   turning  them  and 

all  events  to  their  country's  glory  and 
advantage.—— 

Not  fo  the  little  man  of  this 

world,  who  thinks  the  main  point  of 
wifdom,  is  to  take  care  of  himfelf ; 

to  be  wife  in  his  generation ; 

to  make  ufe  of  the  opportunity  whilft 
he  has  it,  of  raifmg  a  fortune,  and  he- 

raldizing  a  name. Far  wide  is  the 

fpeculative  and  ftudious  man  (whofe 
office  is  in  the  clouds)  from  fuch  little 
ideas  : — — Wifdom  dwells  with  him 
in  finding  out  the  fecrets  of  nature ; 

founding  the  depths  of  arts  and 

fciences  ; meafuring  the  heavens ; 

telling 
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telling  the  number  of  the  ftars,  and 
calling  them  all  by  their  names :  fo 
that  when  in  our  bufy  imaginations 
we  have  built  and  unbuilt  again  God's 

Jtorlzs  in  the  heavens^ and  fancy  we 

have  found  out  the  point  whereon  to 
fix  the  foundations  of  the  earth  i  and 
in  the  language  of  the  book  of  Job, 
have  fearched  out  the  corner- ftone 
thereof,  we  think  our  titles  to  wifdorn 
built  upon  the  fame  bafis  with  thofe 
of  our  knowledge,  and  that  they  will 
continue  for  ever. 

The  miftake  of.  thefe  pretenders  is 
Ihewn  at  large  by  the  Apoftle,  in  the 
chapter  from  which  the  text  is  taken, 

Prof  effing  tbemf elves  WISE, 

,in  which  exprefiion  (by  the  way)  St. 

Paul 
3 
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Paul  is  thought  to  allude  to  the  va- 
nity of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  who 
being  great  encouragers  of  arts  and 
learning,  which  they  had  carried  to 
extraordinary  heights,  confidered  all 
other  nations  as  Barbarians,  in  refpect 
of  themfelves ;  and  amongft  whom, 
particularly  the  Greeks,  the  men  of 
ftudy  and  enquiry  had  aflumed  to 
themfelves,  with  great  indecorum,  the 
title  of  the  Wife  Men. 

With  what  parade  and  oftentation 
foever  this  was  made  out,  it  had  the 
fate  to  be  attended  with  one  of  the 
^inoft  mortifying  abatements  which 
could  happen  to  Wifdom  ;  and  that 
was  an  ignorance  of  thofe  points  which 
mod  concerned  man  to  know. 

This 
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This  he  (hews  from  the  general  ftate 

of  the  gentile  world,  in  the  great  article 

of  their  mifconceptions  of  the  Deity 

and,  as  wrong  notions  produce 

wrong  actions, of  the  duties  and 

fervices  they  owed  to  him,  and  in 
courfe  of  what  they  owed  to  one  an- 
other. 

For  tho',  as  he  argues  in  the  fore- 
going verfes, The  '  invifible  things 

of  him  from  the  creation  of  the  world 
might  be  dearly  feen  and  underfeed,  ly 

the  things  that  are  made  ; that  is, 

——Tho'  GOD  by  the  cleareft  difco- 
very  of  himfdf,  had  ever  laid  before 
mankind  fuch  evident  proofs  of  his 

eternal  Being, his  infinite  powers 

and  perfections,  fo  that  what  is  to  be 

VOL.  IV.  L  known 
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known  of  his  invifible  nature,  might 
all  along  be  traced  by  the  marks  of  his 
goodncfs,  -  •  and  the  vifible  frame 

and  order  of  the  world  : yet  fo 

utterly  were  they  without  excufe, 

that  tho*  they  knew  GOD,  and  faw 
his  image  and  fuperfcription  in  every 

part  of  his  works, yet  they  glo>  ified 

him  not. So  bad   a  ufe  did  they 

make  of  the  powers  given  them  for 
this  great  difcovery,  that  inftead  of 
adoring  the  Being  thus  manifefted  to 
them,  in  purity  and  truth,  they  fell 
into  the  moft  grofs  and  abfurd  delu- 
fions-, changed  the  glory  of  the  in- 
corruptible God^  into  an  image  made 
like  unto  corruptible  men, — to  birds \  — 
to  four  footed  bsajis  and  creeping  things  ; 

Prof  effing  tkemf elves  to  be  wife>— •*> 

they 
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they  became  fools. All  their  fpecious 

wifdom  was  but  a  more  glittering  kind 
of  ignorance,  and  ended  in  the  mod 

difhonourable  of  all  miftakes, in 

fetting  up  fictitious  gods,  to  receive 
the  tribute  of  their  adoration  and 
thanks. 

The  fountain  of  religion  being  thus 

poifoned, no  wonder  the  ftrearn 

fhewed  it's  effects,  which  are  charged 
upon  them  in  the  following  words, 
where  he  defcribes  the  heathen  world 
as  full  of  all  unrighteoitfnefS) forni- 
cation,— covetoufnefs, — malicioufnefr, 
• full  of  murder, envy, de- 
bate,  malignity,  —  whifperers, — 

backbiters, •  haters  of  GOD, • 

proud, boafters, inventors  of 

L  2  evil 
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evil  things, difobedient  to  parents, 

without  underftanding,    without 

natural  affecTion, implacable,—— 

unmerciful! GOD  in  heaven  defend 

us  from  fuch  a  catalogs  ! 

But  thefe  diforders,  if  fairly  con- 
fidered,  you'll  fay,  have  in  no  ages 
arifen  fo  much  from  want  of  light,  as 
a  want  of  difpofition  to  follow  the 
light  which  GOD  has  ever  imparted  : 
that  the  law  written  in  their  hearts, 
was  clear  and  exprefs  enough  for  any 
reafonable  creatures,  and  would  have 
direfled  them,  had  they  not  fuffered 
their  pafflons  more  forcibly  to  direct 
them  ocherwile  :  that  if  we  are  to 
judge  from  this  effect,  namely,  die 
corruption  of  the  world,  the  fame  pre- 
judice 
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judice  will  recur  even  againft  the 
Chriftian  religion  ;  fmce  mankind  have 
at  leaft  been  as  wicked  in  later  days, 
as  in  the  more  remote  and  fimple 
ages  of  the  world  ;  and  that,  if  we 
may  truft  to  facts,  there  are  no  vices 
which  the  apoftle  fixes  upon  the  hea- 
then world,  before  the  preaching  of 
the  gofpel,  which  may  not  be  pa- 
ralleled by  as  black  a  catalogue  of 
vices  in  the  Chriftian  world  fince. 

This  neceflarily  brings  us  to  an  en- 
quiry, Whether  Chriftianity  has  done 

the  world  any  fervice  ? and,  How 

far  the  morals  of  it  have  been  made 
better  fince  this  fyftem  has  been  em- 
braced ? 

L  2  In 
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In  litigating  this,  one  might  op- 
poie  facts  to  facls  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  without  coming  one 
jot  nearer  the  point.  Let  us  fee  how 
far  their  miftakes  concerning  the  Deity, 
will  throw  light  upon  the  fubjecl:. 

That  there  was  one  fupreme  Being 
who  made  this  world,  and  who  ought 
to  be  worshipped  by  his  creatures,  is 
the  foundation  of  all  religion,  and  fo 

obvious   a    truth    in    nature, that 

Reafon,  as  the  Apoftle  acknowledges, 
\vas  always  able  to  difcover  it :  and 
yet  it  feems  ftrange,  that  the  fame  fa- 
culty which  made  the  difcovery,  fhould 
be  fo  little  able  to  keep  true  to  its  own 
judgment,  and  fupport  it  long  again  ft 
the  prejudices  of  wrong  heads,  and 

the 
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the  propenfity  of  weak  ones,  towards 
idolatry  and  a  multiplicity  of  gods. 

For  want  of  fomething  to  have 
gone  hand  in  hand  with  reafon,  and 
fixed  the  perfuafion  for  ever  upon  their 
minds,  that  there  was  in  truth  but  one 
GOD,  the  Maker  and  fupporter  of 
Heaven  and  Earth, — infinite  in  wif- 
dom,  and  knowledge,  and  all  perfec- 
tions;  how  foon  was  this  fimple 

idea  loft,  and  mankind  led  to  difpofe 
of  thefe  attributes  inherent  in  the  God- 
head, and  divide  and  fubdivide  them 
again  amongft  deities,  which  their  own 

dreams  had  given  fubftance  to; 

his  eternal  power  and  dominion  par- 

cell'd  out  to  gods  of  the  land, te 

gods  of  the  fea, to  gods  of  the 

L  4  infer- 
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infernal  regions  -,  whilft  the  great  GOD 
of  gods,  and  LORD  of  lords,  who 
rukth  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 

world, who  is  fo  great  that  nought 

is  able  to  controul  or  withftand  his 
power,  was  fuppofed  to  reft  con- 
tented with  his  allotment,  and  to  want 
power  to  aft  within  fuch  parts  of  his 
empire,  as  they  difmembered  and  af- 
ilgned  to  others. 

If  the  number  of  their  gods  and 
this  partition  of  their  power,  would 
leffen  the  idea  of  their  majefty,  What 
muft  be  the  opinions  of  their  origin  ? 
When  inftead  of  that  glorious  defcrip- 
tion,  which  Scripture  gives  of  "  The 
**  Ancient  of  Days  who  inhabiteth 

'*  eternity," they  gravely  afilgned 

parti- 
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particular  times  and  places  for  the 
births  and  education  of  their  gods ; 
fo  that  there  was  fcarce  a  hamlet  or 
even  a  d-fert  in  Greece  or  Italy,  which 
was  not  rendered  memorable  by  fome 
favour  or  accident  of  this  kind. 

And  what   rendered  fuch   conceits 

the  more  grofs  and  abfurd, they 

fuppofed  not  only  that  the  gods  they 
worfhipped  had  a  beginning,  but  that 
they  were  produced  by  flelhly  parents, 
and  accordingly,  they  attributed  to  them 
corporeal  fhapes  and  difference  of  fex: 
and  indeed  in  this  they  were  a  Jitde 
confident,  for  their  deities  feemed  to 
partake  fo  much  of  the  frailties  to 
which  fiem  and  blood  is  fubjecl,  that 
their  hiilory  and  cheir  pedigree  were 

much 
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much  of  a  piece,  and  might  reafon- 
ably  claim  each  other.  For  they  im- 
puted to  them  not  only  the  human 
defects  of  ignorance,  want,  fear,  and 
the  like,  but  the  moft  unmanly  fenfu- 
alities,  and  what  would  be  a  reproach 

to  human  nature, fuch  as  cruelty, 

adulteries,  rapes,  incefts ;  and  even  in 
the  accounts  which  we  have  from  the 

fublimeft  of  their  poets, what  are 

they,  but  anecdotes  of  their  fquabbles 
amongft  themfelves, — their  intrigues, 
their  jealoufies,  their  ungovernable 
tranfports  of  choler, — nay,  even  their 
thefts, — their  drunkennefs,  and  blood- 
fhed? 

Here  let  us  flop  a  moment  and  en- 
quire, what  was  Reafon  doing  all  this 

time. 
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time,  to  be  fo  miferably  infulted  and 
abufed  ?  Where  held  fhe  her  empire 
whilft  her  bulwarks  were  thus  born 
down,  and  her  firft  principles  of  reli- 
gion and  truth  lay  buried  under  them? 
If  fhe  was  able  by  herfclf  to  regain  the 
power  fhe  had  loft,  and  put  a  flop  to 

this  folly  and  confufion, why  did 

fhe  not?  If  fhe  was  not  able  to  refill 
this  torrent  alone, — the  point  is  given 
up. fhe  wanted  aid  j  and  revela- 
tion has  given  it. 

But  tho'   reafon,  you'll  fay,  could 
net  overthrow  thefe  popular  miftakes, 

• yet  it  faw  the  folly  of  them,  and 

was  at  all  times  able  to  difprove 
them. 

No 
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No  doubt  it  was-,  and  it  is  certain 
too,  that  the  more  di'igent  enquirers 
after  truth,  did  not  in  fact  fall  into 
tfiefe  abfurd  notions,  which  by  the 
way,  is  an  obfervation  more  to  our 
purpofe  than  theirs,  who  ufually  make 
it,  and  mews  that  tho'  their  reafon- 
ings  were  good,  that  there  always 
wanted  fomething  which  they  could 
not  fupply  to  give  them  fuch  weight, 
as  would  lay  an  obligation  upon  man- 
kind to  embrace  them,  and  make  that 
to  be  a  law,  which  otherwife  was  but 
an  opinion  without  force. 

Befides, which  is  a  more  direcl 

anfwer, tho'  'tis  true,    the  ableft 

men  gave  no  credit  to  the  multiplicity 

of  gods, (for  they  had  a  religion 

for 
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for  themfelves,  and  another  fcr  the  po- 
pulace) yet  they  were  guilty  of  whac 
in  effect  was  equally  bad,  in  holding 
an  opinion  which  neceflarily  fupported 

thefe  very  miftakes^ namely,  that 

as  different  nations  had  different  gods, 
it  was  every  man's  duty  (I  fuppofc 
more  for  quietnefs  than  principle's 
fake)  to  worfhip  the  gods  of  his  coun- 
try ^  which  by  the  way,  confidering 
their  numbers,  was  not  fo  eafy  a  tafk,, 
for  what  with  celeftial  gods,  aad 
gods  aerial,  terreftrial  and  infernal, 
with  the  goddefles,  their  wives  and 
miftrefies,  upon  the  lowed  computa- 
tion, the  heathen  world  acknowledged 
no  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand  deities,  all 
which  claimed  the  rites  and  ceremo- 
nies of  religious  worfhip. 

Bat, 
3 
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But,   'twill   be   faid,   allowing   the 
bulk  of  mankind  were  under  fuch  de- 

lufions, they  were  ftill  but  fpecu- 

lative. What   was   that   to  their 

practice?    however  defective  in  their 
theology  and  more  abftracled  points, 
their  morality  was  no  way  con- 
nected with  it. There  is  no  need, 

that  the  everlafting  laws  of  juftice  and 
mercy  fhould  be  fetched  down  from 
above,— — fince  they  can  be  proved 

from  more  obvious  mediums  -, 

they  were  as  neceflary  for  the  fame 
good  purpofes  of  fociety  then  as  now; 
and  we  may  prefume  they  faw  their 
intereft  and  purfued  it. 

That  the  necefiities  of  fociety,  and 

the    impofTibilities    of    its    fubfifting 

i  other- 
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otherwife,  would  point  out  the  con- 
venience, or  if  you  will, the  duty 

of  focial  virtues,  is  unqueftionable  :— 
but  I  firmly  deny,  that  therefore  re- 
ligion and  morality  are  independent  of 
each  other :  they  appear  fo  far  from 
k,  that  I  cannot  conceive  how  the 
one,  in  the  true  and  meritorious  fenfe 
of  the  duty,  can  act  without  the  in- 
fluence of  the  other :  furely  the  moft 
exalted  motive  which  can  only  be  de- 
pended upon  for  the  uniform  practice 

of  virtue, muft  come  down  from 

above,  —from  the  love  and  imitation 
of  the  goodnefs  of  that  Being  in  whofe 
fight  we  wifh  to  render  ourfelves  ac- 
ceptable: this  will  operate  at  all  times 

and  all  places, in  the  darkeft  clo- 

fct 
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let  as  much  as  on  the  greatefl  and  moft 
public  theatres  of  the  world. 

But  with  different  conceptions  of 
the  Deity,  or  fuch  impure  ones  as 
they  entertained,  is  it  to  be  doobted 
whether  in  the  many  fecret  tryals  of 
our  virtue,  we  (hould  not  determine 
our  cafes  of  confcience  with  much  the 
fame  kind  of  cafulftry  as  that  of  the  Li- 
bertine in  Terence,  who  being  engaged 
in  a  very  unjuftifiabJe  purfuit,  and 
happening  to  fee  a  picture  which  re- 
prefented  a  known  ftory  of  Jupiter 

in  a  like  tranfaction, argued  the 

matter  thus  within  himfelf. If  the 

great  Jupiter  could  not   reftrain  his 
appetites,  and  deny  himfelf  an  indul- 
gence 
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gence  of  this  kind ego  Homnncio 

hoc  non  facer  em  ?  fhall  I  a  mortal,-*- 
an  inconfiderable  mortal  too,  cloath'd 
with  infirmities  of  flefh  and  blood, — 
pretend  to  a  virtue,  which  the  Father 
of  gods  and  men  could  not  ?  What 
infolence ! 

The  conclufion  was  natural  enough; 
and  as  fo  great  a  mafter  of  nature 
puts  it  into  the  mouth  of  one  of  his 
principal  characters,  no  doubt  the  lan- 
guage was  then  underilood ;  it  was 
copied  from  common  life,  and  was 
not  the  firft  application  which  had 
been  made  of  the  flory. 

It  will  fcarce  admit  of  a  queftion, 

Whether   vice    would   hot   naturally 

VOL.  IV,  M  grow 
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grow  bold  upon  the  credit  of  fuch  an 
example  ;  or  whether  fuch  imprefiions 
did  not  influence  the  lives  and  morals 
of  many  in  the  heathen  world  ;  and 
had  there  been  no  other  proof  of  it, 
but  the  natural  tendency  of  fuch  no- 
tions to  corrupt  them,  it  ha4  been 
furHcient  reafon  to  believe  it  was  fo  ? 

No  doubt,  there  is  fufficient  room 
for  amendment  in  the  chriftian  world, 
and  we  may  be  faid  to  be  a  very  cor- 
rupt and  bad  generation  of  men,  con- 
fidering  what  motives  we  have  from 
the  purity  of  our  religion,  and  the 
force  of  its  fanctions  to  make  us  bet- 
ter : yet  ftill  I  affirm,  if  thefe  re- 

<:ts   were   taken    ovF,    the    world 
would  be  infinitely  worfe  :    and  tho' 

focnc 
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fome  fenfe  of  morality  might  be  pre^ 
ferved,  as  it  was  in  the  heathen  world, 
with  the  more  confiderate  of  us,  yet 
in  general  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the 
bulk  of  mankind  upon  fuch  a  fuppo- 
fition,  would  foon  come  to  live  with- 
out GOD  in  the  world^  and  in  a  fhort 
time  differ  from  Indians  themfelves  in 
little  elfe  but  their  complexions. 

If  after  all,  the  chriftian  religion  has 
not  left  a  fufficient  provifion  againrt 

the    wickednefs  of  the    world, 

the  fliort  and  true  anfwer  is  this,  That 
there  can  be  none. 

It  is  fufficient  to  leave  us  without 

excufe,  that  the  excellency  of  this  in- 

M  2  iliru- 
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ftitution  in  its  doctrine,  its  precepts, 
and  its  examples,  has  a  proper  ten- 
dency to  make  us  a  virtuous  and  a 

happy  people ; every  page  is  an 

addrefs  to  our  hearts  to  win  them  to 

theie  purpofes  ; but  as  religion 

was  not  intended  to  work  upon  men 
by  force  and  natural  necefiity,  but  by 
moral  perfuafion,  which  fets  good  and 

evil  before  them, fo  that  if  men 

have  power  to  do  the  evil  and  chufe 

the  good, and  will  abufe  it, 

this  cannot  be  avoided. Religion 

ever  implies  a  freedom  of  choice,  and 
all  the  beings  in  the  world  which 
have  it,  were  created  free  to  ftand 
and  free  to  fall; — —and  therefore 
men  v/ho  will  not  be  perfuaded  by 

this 
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this  way  of  addrefs,  muft  expe£t,  and 
be  contented  to  be  reckoned  with 
according  to  the  talents  they  have 
received. 


M 


SERMON    XIL 

The  ABUSES  of  CONSCIENCE 

confidered. 


M  4 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

AS  the  following  Sermon  upon 
Abufes  of  Conference,  has  al- 
ready appeared  in  the  body  of  a  mo- 
ral work,  more  read  than  underflood, 
the  Editor  begs  pardon  of  thofe  who 
have  purchafed  it  in  that  fliape,  and 
in  this  alfo,  for  being  made  to  pay 
twice  actually  for  the  fame  thing. 

.  The  cafe  is  common :    but  it 

was  judged  that  fome  might  better; 
like  it,  and  others  better  underfland, 
it  juft  as  it  was  preached,  than  with, 
the  breaks  and  interruptions  given  to 
the  fenfe  and  argument  as  it  Hands 
there  offered  to  the  world. 

It  was  an  Affize  Sermon,  preached 
in  the  Cathedral  Church  at  York,  and 

wrote 
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wrote  by  the  fame  hand  with  the  others 
jn  the£  four  volumes,  and  as  they  are 
probably  the  laft  (except  the  fweep- 
ings  of  the  Author's  ftudy  after  his 
death)  that  will  be  publifhed,  it  was 
thought  fit  to  add  it  to  the  collection, 
— where  moreover  it  ftands  a  chance 
of  being  read  by  many  grave  people 
with  a  much  fafer  confcience. 

All  the  Editor  wifhes,  is,  That  this 
may  not,  after  all,  be  one  of  thofe 
many  abufes  of  it  fet  forth  in  what  he 
is  now  going  to  read- 
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HEBREWS  xiii.  18. 
For  we  truft  we  have  a 

J 

Conference.  > 


TRUST  !  -  Truft  we  have  a 
good  Confcience  !  —  —  •  Surely 
you  will  fay,  if  there  is  any  thing  in 
this  life  which  a  man  may  depend 
upon,  and  to  the  knowledge  of  which 
he  is  capable  of  arriving  upon  the 
moft  indifputable  evidence,  it  muft  be 
this  very  thing,  -  Whether  he  has 
a  good  Confcience,  or  no. 

If  a  man  thinks  at  all,  he  cannot 

well  be  a  ftranger  to  the  true  ftate  of 

i  this 
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this  account: He  muft  be  privy  to 

his  own  thoughts  anddefires — -He 
muft  remember  his  paft  purfuits,  and 
know  certainly  the  true  fprings  and 
motives,  which,  in  general,  have  go- 
vern'd  the  actions  of  his  life. 

In  other  matters  we  may  be  deceived 
by  falfe  appearances  ;  and,  as  the  wife> 
man  complains,  Hardly  do  we  guefs 
aright  at  the  things  that  are  upon  the 
earthy  and  with  labour  do  ive  find  the. 

things  that  are  before  us  : but  here 

the  mind  has  all  the  evidence  and  facts 
within  herfelf : — —is  confcious  of  the 
web  me  has  wove  :  <  'knows  its 
texture  and  finenefs,  and  the  exact1 
fhare  which  every  paflion  has  had  in 
working  upon  the  feveral  defigns, 

which 
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which  virtue  or  vice  has  plann'd  be- 
fore her. 

Now, as  Confcience  is  nothing 

elle  but  the  knowledge  which  the  mind 
has  within  itfelf  of  this ;  and  the  judg- 
ment, either  of  approbation  or  cen- 
fure,  which  it  unavoidably  makes  up- 
on the  fucceflive  actions  of  our  lives, 

'tis  plain,  you  will  fay,  from  the 

very  terms  of  the  proportion,  when- 
ever this  inward  testimony  goes  againfb 
a  man,  and  he  ftands  felf-accufed, — 
that  he  muft  neceffarily  be  a  guilty 
mar,.  And,  on  the  contrary,  when 
the  report  is  favourable  on  his  fide, 

and  his  heart  condemns  him,  not, 

that  it  is  not  a  matter  of  truft,  as  the 
Apoftle  intimates,  but  a  matter  of 

cer- 
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certainty  and  fad,  that  the  Confcience 
is  goody  and  that  the  man  muft  be  good 
alfo. 

At  firft  fight,  this  may  feem  to  be 
a  true  flate  of  the  cafe  -,  and  I  make 
no  doubt  but  the  knowledge  of  right 
and  wrong  is  fo  truly  imprefs'd  upon 
the  mind  of  man  j  that,  did  no  fuch 
thing  ever  happen,  as  that  the  con- 
fcience  of  a  man,  by  long  habits  of 
fin,  might  (as  the  Scripture  allures  us 
it  may)  infenfibly  becomes  hard ;  and, 
like  fome  tender  parts  of  his  body,  by 
much  ftrefs,  and  continual  hard  ufage, 
lofe,  by  degrees,  that  nice  fenfe  and 
perception  with  which  GOD  and  na- 
ture endowed  it: Did  this  never 

happen  : — or  was  it  certain  that  felf- 

love 
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love  could  never  hang  the  ler.fl  bias 
upon  the  judgment : — or  that  the  little 
interefts  below  could  rife  up  and  per- 
plex the  faculties  of  our  upper  regions, 
and  encompafs  them  about  with  clouds 

and  thick  darknefs  : could  no  fuch 

thing  as  favour  and  affection  enter  this 

facred  court : did  WIT  difdain  to 

take  a  bribe  in  it,  or  was  afhamed  to 
fhew  its  face  as  an  advocate  for  an 
unwarrantable  enjoyment : — or,  laftly, 
were  we  allured  that  INTEREST  flood 
always  unconcern'd  whilfl  the  caufe 

was  hearing, —  and  that  PASSION  ne- 

• 
ver  got  into  the  judgment  feat,  and 

pronounced  fentence  in  the  (lead  of 
reafon,  which  is  fuppofed  always  to 
prefide  and  determine  upon  the  cafe  : 
— was  this  truly  fo,  as  the  objection 

mud 
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muft  fuppofe,  no  doubt,  then,  the  re- 
ligious and  moral  ftate  of  a  man  would 
be  exactly  what  he  himfelf  efteemed 
it  -,  and  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
every  man's  life  could  be  known,  in 
general,  by  no  better  meafure,  than 
the  degrees  of  his  own  approbation  or 
cenfure. 

I  own,  in  one  cafe,  whenever  a 
man's  Confcience  does  accufe  him  (as 
it  feldom  errs  on  that  fide)  that  he  is 
guilty  ;  and,  unlefs  in  melancholy  and 
hypochondriac  cafes,  we  may  fafely 
pronounce  that  there  is  always  fuffi- 
eient  grounds  for  the  accufation. 


t,  the  converfe  of  the  proportion 
will  not  hold  true,  -  namely,  That 

where- 
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wherever  there  is  guilt,  the  Confcience 
<  . 

muft  accufe ;  and,  if  it  does  not,  that 

a  man  is  therefore  innocent This 

is  not  fact : fp  that  the  common 

confolation  which  fome  good  Chriftian 
or  other  is   hourly  adminiftering  to 

himfelf, That  he  thanks  GOD  his 

mind  does  not  mifgive  him  ;  and  that, 
confequently,  he  has  a  good  Con_ 
fcience,  becaufe  he  has  a  quiet  one — 
As  current  as  the  inference  is,  and  as 
infallible  as  the  rule  appears  at  fir  fit 
fight,  yet,  when  you  look  nearer  to 
it,  and  try  the  truth  of  this  rule  upon 
plain  fads,  you  find  it  liable  to  fo 
much  error,  from  a  falfe  application 
of  it : — the  principle  on  which  it  goes 
fo  often  perverted  : — the  whole  force 
of  it  loft,  and  fometimes  fo  vilely  call 
VOL.  IV.  N  away, 
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away,  that  it  is  painful  to  produce  the 
common  examples  from  human  life, 
•which  confirm  this  account. 

A  man  fhall  be  vicious  and  utterly 
debauched  in  his  principles ;  excep- 
tionable in  his  conduct  to  the  world  : 

fhall  live  fhamelefs, in  the  open 

commifiion  of  a  fm  which  no  reafon 
or  pretence  can  juftifyj — a  fin,  by 

* 

which,  contrary  to  all  the  workings  of 
humanity  within,  he  fhall  ruin  for 
ever  the  deluded  partner  of  his  guilt ; 

rob  her  of  her  beft  dowry  j 

and  not  only  cover  her  own  head  with 
difhonour,  but  involve  a  whole  virtu- 
ous family  in  fhame  and  forrow  for 

her  fake.      Surely,- you'll   think, 

confcience  muft  lead  fuch  a  man  a 
9  trouble- 
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iroublefome  life  : he  can  have  no 

reft  night  or  day  from  its  reproaches* 

Alas!  Confcience  had  fomething 
elfe  to  do  all  this  time  than  break  ia 
upon  him :  as  Elijah  reproached  the 
god  Baaly  this  domeftic  God  was  ei- 
ther talking^  of  -purfuing^  or  was  in 
a  journey,  or,  peradventure,  be  Jlept 
and  could  not  le  awoke.  Perhaps  he 
was 'gone  out  in  company,  with  HO- 
NOUR, to  fight  a  duel ; to  pay  off 

fome  debt  at  play ; or  dirty  an- 
nuity, the  bargain  of  his  luft. Per- 
haps, Confcience  all  this  time  was  en- 
gaged at  home,  talking  aloud  againlT; 
petty^  larceny,  and  executing  ven- 
geance upon  fome  fuch  puny  crimes  as 
his  fortune  and  rank  in  life  fecured 
N  2  him 
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him  againft  all  temptation  of  com- 
mitting : fo  that  he  lives  as  mer- 
rily,  fleeps  as  foundly  in  his  bed ; 

and,  at  the  laft,  meets  death  with 

as    much   unconcern,-  perhaps, 

much  more  fo,  than  a  much  better 
man. 

Another  is  fordid,  unmerciful ; — 
a  ftrait-hearted,  felfim  wretch,  inca- 
pable either  of  private  friendships,  or 

publick  fpirit. Take  notice  how  he 

paffes  by  the  widow  and  orphan  in 
their  diftrefs  ;  and  fees  all  the  miferies 
incident  to  human  life  without  a  figh 

or  a  prayer. Shall  not  Confcience 

rife  up  and  fting  him  on  fuch  occa- 

fions  ?   No. Thank  GOD,  there  is 

AO  occafioiv     '.I  pay  every  man  his 

e  own, 
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'  own, 1  have   no  fornication  to 

4  anfwer  to  my  Confcience,  no  faith- 

'  lefs  vows  or  promifes  to  make  up, 

'  I  have  debauch'd  no  man's  wife  or 

*  child. Thank  GOD  I  am  not  as 

'  other  men,    adulterers,,  unjuft,    or 

'  even   as   this   libertine  who   ftands 

4  before  me.* 

A  third  is  crafty  and  defigning  in 

his  nature. View  his   whole  life, 

'tis  nothing  elfe  but  a  cunning- 
contexture  of  dark  arts  and  unequi- 
table fubterfuges,  bafely  to  defeat  the 
true  intent  of  all  laws,  plain-dealing, 
and  the  fafe  enjoyment  of  our  feveral 

properties You  will   fee  fuch  a 

one   working  out   a  frame  of   little 

defigns  upon  the  ignorance  and  per?- 

N  3  plexi- 
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plexities  of  the  poor  and  needy  man  : 
Shall  raife  a  fortune  upon  the  in- 
experience of  a  youth, or  the  un- 

fufpecting  temper  of  his  friend,  who 
would  have  truiled  him  with  his  life. 
When  old  age  comes  on,  and  repent- 
ance calls  him  to  look  back  upon  this 
black  account,  and  ftate  it  over  again 

with   his  Confcience Confcience 

looks  into  the  Statutes  at  Large,  •  • 
rinds  perhaps  no  exprefs  law  broken  by 

what  he  has  done; perceives  no 

penalty   or   forfeiture   incurr'd ; 

fees  no  fcqurge  waving  over  his  head, 
or  prifon  opening  its  gate  upon 

him. What  is  there  to  affright  his 

Confcience? » Confcience   has  got 

lafely  entrench'd  behind  the  letter  of 
the  law,  fits  there  invulnerable,  forti- 
fied 
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tied  with  cafes  and  reports  fo  ftrongly 

>on  all  fides, that  'tis  not  preaching 

can  difpoflefs  it  of  its  hold. 

Another  mall  want  even  this  re- 
fuge,  fnail  break  thro*  all  this  ce- 
remony of  flow  chicane  i  fcorns  the 
doubtful  workings  of  iecret  plots  and 
cautious  trains  to  bring  about  his  pur- 

pofc. See   the   bare-fac'd    villain 

how  he  cheats,  lyes,    perjures,  robs, 

murders, horrid  !     But   indeed 

much  better  was  not  to  be  expe&ed 

in  this  cafe. The  poor  man  was 

in  the  dark  ! His  pried  had  got 

the  keeping  of  his  Confcience, — and 
all  he  had  let  him  know  of  it  wai, 
That  he  muft  believe  in  the  Pope  j — 

go  to  mafs ; crofs  himfelfi tell 

N  4  hh 
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his  beads  •, be  a  good  Catholic  •, 

and  that  this    in  all  conference  was 
enough    to    carry    him    to    heaven. 

What  ? :if  he  perjures  ? Why, 

he  had  a  mental  reiervation  in 
it.  But  if  he  is  fo  wicked  and  aban- 
doned a  wretch  as  you  repreient  him, 

if  he  robs,  or  murders,  will  not 

Confcience,  on  every  fuch  act,  receive. 

a,  wound  itfelf? Ay -But  the. 

man  has  carried  it  to  confeflion,  the 
wound  digefts  there,  and  will  do  well 

enough, and   in  a  fhort  time  be 

quite  healed  up  by  abfolution. 

O  Popery!  what  haft  thou  to  an- 

iwer  for  ? when  not  content  with . 

the  too  many  natural  and  fatal  ways 
thro'  which  the  heart  is  every -day 

thus 
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thus  treacherous  to.  itfclf  above   all 

things, thou  haft  wilfully  fee  open 

this   wide  gate  of  deceit  before  the 

face  of  this  unwary  Traveller, too 

apt,  GOD  knows,  to  go  aftray  of  him- 

ielf, and  confidently  fpeak  peace 

to  his  foul,  when  there  is  no  peace. 

Of  this  the  common  inftances, 
which  I  have  drawn  out  of  life,  are 
too  notorious  to  require  much  evi- 
dence. If  any  man  doubts  the  reality 
of  them,  or  thinks  it  impofiible  for 
man  to  be  fuch  a  bubble  to  himielf, — 
I  muft  refer  him  a  moment  to  his  re- 
flections, and  mall  then  venture  to 
truft  the  appeal  with  his  own  heart. 
L,et  him  confider  in  how  different  a 
degree  of  deteilation  numbers  ^of' 

wicked 
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wicked  actions  ftand  there  ^  though 
equally  bad  and  vicious  in  their  own 

natures he  will  foon  find  that  fuch 

of  them  as  ftrong  inclination  or  cuf- 
tom  have  prompted  him  to  commit, 
are  generally  dreis'd  out  and  painted 
with  all  the  faile  beauties  which  a  fbft 
and  a  flattering  hand  can  give  them  j 
and  that  the  others  to  which  he  feels 
no  propenfity,  appear,  at  once,  naked 
and  deformed,  furroundcd  with  all 
the  true  circumflantes  of  folly  and 
difhonour. 

When  David  furprized  Saul  fleep- 
?ng  in  the  cave,  and  cut  off  the  fkirt 

of  his   robe, we  read,    his  heart 

finote  him.  for  what  he  had  done.- • 

But,  in  the  unatter  of  Uriah,  where 

a  faith- 
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a  faithful  and  gallant  fervant,  whom 
he  ought  to  have  kw'd  and  honour'd, 
fell  to  make,  way  forhisluft;  where 
Confden.ce  had  fo  much  greater  reafon 

to  take  the  alarm> his  heart  fmote 

him  not. A  whole  year  had  almoft 

palTed  from  the  firft  commiClon  of 

that  crime to   the  time  Nathan 

was  fent  to  reprove  him  ;  and  we  read 
not  once  of  the  leaft  forrow  or  com- 
punction of  heart,  which  he  teftified 
during  all  that  time,  for  what  he  had 
done. 

Thus  Conference,    this  once   able 
monitor, — placed  on  high  as  a  judge 

within  us, and  intended,  by  our 

Maker,  as  a  juft  and  equitable  one 
too, — by  an  unhappy  train  of  caufes 

and 
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and  impediments, — . — takes  often  fuch 
imperfect  cognizance  of  what  paffes, 

does  its  office  fo  negligently,— 

fometimes  fo  corruptly,  that  it  is  not 
to  be  trufted  alone :  and  therefore,  we 
find,  there  is  a  neceffity,  an  abfolute 
neceffity,  of  joining  another  principle 
with  it,  to  aid,  if  not  govern,  its  de-  ' 
terminations. 

So  that  if  you  would  form  a  juft 
judgment  of  what  is  of  infinite  im- 
portance to  you  not  to  be  milled  in ; 
jiamely,  in  what  degree  of  real  me- 
rit you  Hand,  either  as  an  honeft 

man, an  ufeful  citizen, a 

faithful  fubject  to  your  king, or 

a   good   fervant   to    your   GOD 

call 
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call   in   RELIGION    and   MORALITY. 

Look What  is  written  in  the 

law  of  GOD  ? How  readeft  thou  ? 

Confult  calm  reafon,  and  the  un- 
changeable obligations  of  juftice  and 
truth, What  fay  they  ? 

Let  Confcience  determine  the  mat- 
ter upon  thefe  reports,  — —and  then, 
if  thy   heart   condemn    thee  not, 
which  is  the  cafe   the  Apoflle  fup- 
pofes, — — rthe,  rule  will  be  infallible, 

Thou  wilt  have  confidence  towards 

God-t that  is,  .have,  juft  grounds 

to  .believe   the  judgment   thou  haft 

paft  upon  thyfelf,  is  the.judgment  of 

GOD  i    and  nothing  elfe  but  an  ami- 

4  cipatioa 
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cipation  of  that  righteous  fentenee, 
which  will  be  pronounced,  hereafter, 
upon  thec  by  that  BEING,  before 
whom  thou  art  finally  to  give  an  ac- 
count *of  thy  actions. 

Blejfed  is  the  man,  indeed  then,  as 
the  Author  of  the  book  of  Ecclefiafti- 
CMS  expreffes  it,  who  is  not  pricked 
with  the  multitude  of  his  fins. — Blejfed 
is  the  man  whofe  heart  hath  not 
condemned  him,  and  who  is  not  fallen 
from  his  hope  in  the  Lord.  Whether 
he  be  rich,  continues  lie,  cr  whether 

he  le  poor, //  he  have  a  good  heart 

(a  heart  thus  guided   and  inform'd) 
•  He  Jhall  at  all  times  rejoice  in  a 

cheerful  countenance* His  mind  Jhall 

tell 
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tell  him  more  than  feven  watchmen 
that  fit  above  upon  a  tc^er  on  high. 
In  the  darken:  doubts  it  lhall  con- 
duct him  fafer  than  a  thouiand  Ca- 
fuifts,  and  give  the  ftate  he  lives  in 
a  better  fecurity  for  his  behaviour, 
than  all  the  claufes  and  reftrictions 
put  together,  which  the  wifdom  of 
the  legiflature  is  forced  to  multi- 
pi}', forced,  I  fay,  as  things  ft  and; 

human  laws  being  not  a  matter  of 
original  choice,  but  of  pure  neceflity, 
brought  in  to  fence  againft  the  mif- 
chievous  effects  of  thofe  Confciences 
which  are  no  law  unto  themfelves : 
wifely  intending  by  the  many  provi- 
fions  made,  That  in  all  fuch  corrupt  or 
rnifguided  cafes,  whereprinciple  and  the 

checks 
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checks  of  Confcience  will  not  make  us 

upright, to   fupply    their  force, 

and  by  the  terrors  of  jails  and  halters 
oblige  us  to  it. 

To  have  the  fear  of  GOD  before 
our  eyes  j  and,  in  our  mutual  deal- 
ings with  each  other,  to  govern  our 
actions  by  the  eternal  meafures  of 

right  and  wrong : the  firft  of  thefe 

will  comprehend  the  duties  of  re- 
ligion :  the  fecond  thofe  of  morality ; 
which  are  fo  infeparably  connected 
together,  that  you  cannot  divide  thefe 
two  Tablet ,  even  in  imagination  (tho' 
the  attempt  is  often  made  in  practice) 
without  breaking  and  mutually  de- 
ftroying  them  both. 

Ifaid 
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I  faid  the  attempt  is  often  macfc  i 

and  fo  it  is  -, there  being  rio- 

rhing  more  cdrnmon  than  to  fee  a 
man,  who  has  no  fenfe  at  all  of  re- 
ligion,  and  indeed  has  fo  much  of 

honefty,  as  to  pretend  to  none ;  who 

would  yet  take  it  as  the  bittereft  af- 
• 

front,  fhould  you  but  hint  at  a  fufpi- 

cion  of  his  moral   character, or 

imagine  he  was  not  confcientioufly 
juft,  and  fcrupulous  to  the  uttermoft 
mite. 

Wheq  there  is  fome  appearance  that 

it  is  fo, tho'  one  is  not  willing 

even  to  -fufpeft  the  appearance  of  fa 
great  a  virtue,  as  moral  honefty ; — 

VOL,  IV.  O  yet 
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yet  were  \ve  to  look  into  the  grounds 
of  it  in  the  prefent  cafe,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  we  fhould  find  little  reafon  to 
envy  fuch  a  man  the  honour  of  his 
motive. 

Let  him  declaim  as  pompoufly  as 
he  can  on  the  fubject,  it  will  be 
found  at  laft  to  reft  upon  no  better 
foundation  than  either  his  intereft,  his 
pride,  his  eafe  ;  or  fome  fuch  little 
and  changeable  pafiion,  as  will  give 
us  but  fmall  dependence  upon  his 
actions  in  matters  of  great  ftrefs. 

Give  me  leave  to  illuftrate  this  by 
an  example. 

I  know 
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I  know  the  banker  I  deal  with,  or 
the  phyfician  I  ufually  call  in,  to  be 
neither  of  them  men  of  much  re- 
ligion :  I  hear  them  make  a  jeft  of 
it  every  day,  and  treat  all  its  fanc- 
tions  with  fo  muchfcorn  and  contempt, 
as  to  put  the  matter  pail  doubt. 

Well,- notwithftanding  this  I  put 

my  fortune  into  the  hands  of  the  cne, 

and,  what  is  dearer  full  to  me, 

I   truft  my  life  to  the  honeft  {kill  of 

the  other. Now  let  me  examine 

what  is  my  reafon  for  this  great  con- 
fidence.  Why, — in  the  firft  place, 

I  believe  that  there  is  no  probability 
that  either  of  them  will  employ  the 
power,  I  put  into  their  hands,  to  my 
O  2  d£U- 
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difadvantage.     I  confider  that  honeftjr 

ferves  the  purpofes  of  this  life, 

I  know  their  fuccefs  in  the  world 
depends  upon  the  fairnefs  of  their 

character  ; that  they  cannot  hurt: 

me  without  hurting  themfelves  more. 

But  put  it  otherwife>  namely,  that 
intereft  lay  for  once  on  the  other  fide. 

That    a  cafe   mould    happen 

wherein  the  one,  without  flain  to  his 
reputation,  could  fecrete  my  fortune, 
and  leave  me  naked  in  the  world  : 

or  that  the  other  could  fend  me 

cut  of  it,  and  enjoy  an  eftate  by 
my  death,  without  difhonour  to  him- 

felfor  his  art In  this  cafe  what 

hold  have  I  of  either  of  them  ? 

i.  Re- 
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Religion,  the  ftrongeft  of  all  motives* 

is  out  of   the  queftion. Intereft, 

the  next  moll  powerful  motive  in  this 

world,  is  ftrongly  againft  me. 1 

have  nothing  left  to  caft  into  the  fcale 

to  balance  this  temptation. 1  rnuft 

lay  at  the   mercy   of  honour, cr 

ibme  fuch  capricious  principle. — Strait 
fecurity  I  for  two  of  my  beft  and  moft 

valuable    bleffings, my    property 

and  my  life ! 

As  therefore  we  can  have  no  de- 
pendence upon  morality  without  reli- 
gion •, fo,  on  the  other  hand,  there 

is  nothing  better  to  be  expected  from 

religion  without   morality  ;    nor  curi 

any  man  be  fuppofed  to  difcharge  his 

O  3  duties 
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duties  to  GOD,  (whatever  fair  appear- 
ances he  may  hang  out,  that  he  does 
fo)  if  he  does  not  pay  as  confcienti- 
ous  a  regard  to  the  duties,  which  he 
owes  his  fellow-creature. 

This  is  a  point  capable  in  itfelf  of 

ftricT:  demcnftration. Nevertheless, 

'tis  no  rarity  to  fee  a  man  whole  real 
moral  merit  (lands  very  low,  who  yet 
entertains  the  higheft  notion  of  him- 
felf,  in  the  light  of  a  devout  and  re- 
ligious man.  He  fnall  not  only  be 

covetous,  revengeful,  implacable, 

but  even  wanting  in  points  of  com- 
mon honefly. Yet  becaufe  he  talks 

loud  agninft  the  infidelity  of  the  age,. 

—  is 
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is  zealous  for  fome  points  of  re- 
ligion,  goes  twice  a  day  to  church, 

attends  the  facraments, — and  amufes 
himfelf  with  a  few  inftrumental  du- 
ties of  religion, fhall  cheat  his  . 

conference  into  a  judgment  that  for 
this  he  is  a  religious  man,  and  has 
difcharged  faithfully  his  duty  to 
GOD  :  and  you  will  find,  that  fuch  a 
man,  through  force  of  this  delufion, 
generally  looks  down  with  fpiritual 
pride  upon  every  other  man  who  has 
lefs  affectation  of  piety,  tho',  per- 
haps, ten  times  more  moral  honefty 
than  himfelf. 

T'bis  is  likeivife  a  fore  evil  wider  tbe 

fun  -,   and   I   believe  there  is   no  one 

O  4  mif- 
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miftaken  principle  which,  for  its 
time,  has  wrought  more  ferious  mif- 
chiefs.  For  a  general  proof  cf  this, 
examine  the  hiilory  of  the  Romijh 
church. See  what  fcenes  of  cru- 
elty, murders,  rapines,  bloodfhed, 
have  all  been  fanflified  by  a  reli* 
gion  not  ftrictly  governed  by  mo- 
rality. 

.In  how  many  kingdoms  of  the 
world,  has  the  crufading  fword  of 
this  mifguided  Saint-Errant  fpared 
neither  age,  or  merit,  or  fex,  or  con- 
dition.  -And,  as  he  fought  under 

the  banners  of  a  religion,  which  fet 
him  loofe  from  juftice  and  humanity, 
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— —he  mewed  none, mercilefsly 

trampled  upon  both,  heard  neither 
the  cries  of  the  unfortunate,  nor  pitied 
their  diftreflcs. 

If  the  teflimony  of  pad  centuries 
in  this  matter  is  not  furHcient, —  — — » 
confider  at  this  inftant,  hew  the  vo- 
taries of  that  religion  are  every  day 
thinking  to  do  fervice  and  honour  to 
GOD,  by  actions  which  are  a  difiionour 
and  fcandal  to  themfelves. 

To  be  convinced  of  this,  go  with 
me  for  a  moment  into  the  prifons  of 

the  inquifition. Behold  religion 

with  mercy  and  juftice  chain'd  down 

under 
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under  her  feet, there  fitting  ghaft- 

ly  upon  a  black  tribunal,  propp'd  np 
with  racks  and  inftruments  of  tor- 
ment.  Hark  ! — ; — What  a  piteous 

groan ! See  the  melancholy  wretch 

who  utter'd  it,  jufl  brought  forth  to 
undergo  the  anguifh  of  a  mock-trial, 
and  endure  the  utmoft  pains  that  a 
ftudied  fyflem  of  religious  cruelty  has 
been  able  to  invent.  Behold  this 
helplefs  vi&im  delivered  up  to  his 
tormenters.  His  body  fo  wafted  with 
forrow  and  long  confinement,  you'll 
fee  every  nerve  and.mufcle  as  it  fuf- 
fers. — —  Obferve  the  laft  movement 
of  that  horrid  engine. What  con- 

vulfions  it  has  thrown  him  into. • 

Con- 
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Confider  the  nature  of  the  pofture  in 

which  he  now  lies  ftretch'd What 

exquifite  torture  he  endures  by  it. — 
*Tis  all  nature  can  bear.-  Good 

GOD  !    lee   how   it  keeps   his  weary 
foul  hanging  upon  his  trembling  lips, 

willing    to     take     its    leave, 

but  not  fuffer'd  to  depart.     Behold 
the  unhappy  wretch  led  back  to  his 

cell, dragg'd  out  of  it  again   to 

meet  the  flames, and  the  infults  in 

his  lall  agonies,  which  this  principle 

this  principle  that  there  can  be 

religion  without  morality,  has  prepared 
for  him. 

The  fureft  way  to  try  the  merit  of 

any   difputed   notion, is   to  trace 

down 
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down  the  confequences  fuch  a  notion 
has  produced,  and  compare  them  with 

the  fpirit  of  chriftianity. 'Tis  the 

fhort    and   deciiive  rule,    which   our 
SAVIOUR  has  left  for  thefe  and   fuch 

like  cafes, and  is  worth  a  thoufand 

arguments. — By  their  fruits,  fays  he, 
ye  Jhall  know  them. 

Thus  religion  and  morality,  like 
faft  friends  and  natural  allies,  can  ne- 
ver be  fet  at  variance,  without  the 
mutual  ruin  and  difhonour  of  them 

both  j and  whoever  goes  about 

this    unfriendly    office,    is    no    wcll- 
wifher  to  either, and  whatever  he 

pretends,  he  deceives  his  own  heart, 

, 
and, 
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D 

and,  I  fear,  his  morality,   as  well  as 
his  religion,  will  be  vain. 


I  will  add  no  farther  to  the  length 
of  this  difcourfe,  than  by  two  or  three 
fhort  and  independent  Rules,  deduci- 
ble  from  what  has  been  faid. 

\ft.  Whenever  a  man  talks  loudly 
againft  religion,  always  fufpect  that 
it  is  not  his  reafon,  but  his  pafiions 
which  have  got  the  better  .of  his 
creed.  —  A  bad  life  and  a  good  belief  are 
difagreeable  and  troublefome  neigh- 
bours, and  where  they  feparate,  de- 
pend upon  it,  'tis  for  no  other  caufe 
but  quietnefs  fake. 

idly. 
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'idly.  When  a  man  thus  reprefent- 
ed,  tells  you  in  any  particular  in- 
flance,  that  fuch  a  thing  goes  ag&inft 

his  confcience, always  bsiieve  he 

means  exactly  the  fame  thing  as  when 
lie  tells  you  fuch  a  thing  goes  againft 
his  flomach, a  prefent  want  of  ap- 
petite being  generally  the  true  caufe 
of  both. 


In  a  word, truft  that  man  in 

>thing, wl 

in  every  thing. 


nothing, who  has  not  a  confcience 


And  in  your  own  cafe  remember 
this  plain  diftinclion,    a'miftake   in 

which  has  ruin'd  thoufands That 

your  confcience  is  not  a  law ; — no, — 

GOD 
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GOD  and  reafon  made  the  law,  and 
has  placed  Conference  within  you  to 
determine, — not  like  an  Afiatic  Cadi, 
according  to  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  his 

own  paffions ; but   like  a  Britijb 

judge   in   this    land  of  liberty,    who 

makes  no  new  law, but  faithfully 

declares  that  glorious  law  which  he 
finds  already  written. 


FINIS. 
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